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Gangesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge

— Prof. K. E.Devanathan *

View of Mimamsakas :

Mimamsakas hold that the validity of knowledge is intrinsic i.e.
knowledge when cognized, shall necessarily be cognized along with it's
validity - Pramatva, like Jnanatva (knowledgeness). There are three

stand points in Mimamsa.

The Prabhakaras hold that knowledge is self-luminous (revealing).
Hence, it requires no other knowledge to manifest it. So the knowledge

apprehends itself along with the validity.

The followers of Murarimisra view that knowledge is not self lumi-
nous. Hence, it requires some other knowledge to manifest it i.e.
anuvyavasaya - representing cognition. Anuvyavasaya grasps both knowl-

edge and its validity.

The Bhattas argue that knowledge is not perceivable i.e. Atindriya.
Hence, it is to be inferred with the help of Jnatata. Their theory is as

follows —

The emerging knowledge causes a new thing called Jnatata

(manifestedness) in its object like a pot etc. which is perceivable. So Jnatata

* Head, Dept of Visistadvaita Vedanta, R.S. Vidyapeetha, Tirupati



2 Gargesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge

is the ground for inferring the knowledge. When knowledge is thus inferred

it is inferred along with its validity also.

There is a commonality in three schools. All cognitions which don’t
cognize the invalidity of that knowledge, and which cognize the knowledge
shall necessarily cognize the validity of the knowledge also (JTTEITHTIZ

dQHH—IIU?-{I',lIS%QIOI“’SIHHI%GhHIHu(\IHI'aJH\).1 This is called the intrinsic validity of
knowledge.

The Naiyayikas do not accept these theories. According to them it is
not necessary that the cognitions of knowledge and its validity should be
identified always. The Anuvyavasaya can apprehend only the Vyavasaya
that is determinate knowledge. Its validity can be known only by a test that is

inference.

A person who wants to know the validity of a particular knowledge
would go for a test. For instance, a man thinks there is water in a particular
place. Then he proceeds to drink/collect water. After drinking/collecting water
he infers. Thus, my knowledge of water is valid as it has led me to a fruitful

effort - invalid knowledge can not give rise to any fruitful effort.

With this background, I would like to discuss Gange$a's view on the

validity of knowledge in this paper.
Gangesa’s arguments against nyaya theory :

Ganges$a the celebrity among the new logicians places the following

arguments —

1. Knowledge is “Sasambandhika” i.e. an entity which is always
cognized in relation to some other entities. One does not merely
say ‘I have knowledge’, but says ‘I have the knowledge of a pot
or mat’. Thus, knowledge is ‘Sasambandhika’. Hence, the knowl-

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Garigesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge 3

edge concerning knowledge necessarily grasps the object too as.
It can not be apprehended without an object. If it is argued that
the object is also included in the “Jfiana - Jnana” (Knowledge of
this knowledge)then validity should also be accepted as an object
of that “Jnana - Jiana”. In other words, an object has two
dimensions - Dharma and Dharmin (an attribute and the substance
thereof). If these become the object of “Jnana - Jnana” then the
relation between the dharma and dharmin should also become its
object ; which is pramatva. It is said in Tattvacintamanih
“ ErEATEE R el A GHa T e
AT TSAamaresde Rardasaerg ™ If you don't ac-
cept it, then the ‘Anuvyavasaya’ would be like this. ‘I know both

purovarti’ (the object before) and silver ‘but not in the form’ ‘I

know the object infront as delimited by silverness.’

Invalidity of Knowledge is only extrinsic, because invalid knowl-
edge such as ‘this is silver’ cognizes only the relation between
the object before and the silverness but not the absence of

silverness in the particular object.

Invalidity means grasping of a form like silverness etc. in the
object which does not actually possess that feature. Invalid knowl-
edge does grasp the quality like siliverness, but not its absence in
thing seen before. That is why, Mimamsakas consider invalidity

of knowledge as extrinsic.

2. The second argument against the Naiyayikas is as follows. If
validity is extrinsic, then the problem of Anavastha (infinite
regress) will occur’. There are two types of Anavasthas, one is

through the effect and another through the cause. (a) If the

e ;% & R TRt @ ¢ [Ro20]



4 Gargesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge

validity of the knowledge ‘This is water’ requires the inferential
cognition in the form. ‘The knowledge of water is valid’, then
that inferential cognition too should have another such cognition
to prove its validity. Thus this process would never come to an
end. (b) If the validity of knowledge is extrinsic. Then another
kind of Anvasthas will occur. That is validity is grasped through
an inferential cognition. That cognition requires its own instru-
ments like, the knowledge of invariable concomitance, the knowl-
edge of the existence of inferential cause (Linga) in the subject
and so on. The validity of these knowledges should be proved

through another causal machinery and so on, ad infinitum.

3. The third argument is ‘Validity cannot be inferred through infer-
ential process because to infer something a prior knowledge of
the object of the inference is necessary. Validity differs in each
knowledge because it concerns different objects for instance, in
the case of the knowledge ‘This is silver’ the validity lies in ‘grasp-
ing silverness in the object seen before’. But in the case of the
knowledge ‘This is a pot’, the validity is not identical with the
previous one. That is ‘grasping the potness, in the thing seen
infront'. Hence the question arises if validity is not known prior to

inference, then how can it become the object of inference.
Gangesa’'s refutation :

Gange$a refutes these arguments, giving counter arguments. If the
validity of knowledge is said to be intrinsic, then the doubt regarding
validity cannot be explained. After having the knowledge of water, normally
one may doubt whether that knowledge is valid or not. If you say that validity

is intrinsic, then it means that along with knowledge, the validity also

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Garigesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge 5

becomes known, then doubt cannot take place. If you say the knowledge is
grasped, it means the validity is also grasped. You cannot say that knowl-
edge is not grasped prior to the doubt. Without the knowledge of knowledge,
which is subject to the doubt, you will have no doubt. For a doubt, knowl-
edge of its subject that is %]'&F-L is necessary. Hence, to establish this doubt of
validity, the validity of knowledge should be accepted as extrinsic. Here an
inference is stated by Gange$a®. This inference is a modified form of Sri
Udaynacarya's inference. Udayanacarya’s inference’ is as follows "Validity
of knowledge is extrinsic as it becomes the object of doubt at the time of the
Anabhyasa of the knowledge. Anabhyasa means, the state of non-cognition

of validity of the knowledge.

For the second argument that Anvastha occurs in logicians view, the

reply is - validity is not always grasped. “HTHTOIEATETIRI IO IATHI .
The knowledge of validity is not mandatory. If one has necessity to clear the
doubt regarding validity, he will try to ascertain it. Hence, there is no place
for Anavastha there are two opinions in this regard. One is - unless validity
is ascertained, knowledge will not induce the necessary effort. The other
view is Knowledge of validity is not required at all for causing effort. The
validity of inferential cognition is not needed because it does not lead to any

effort.

The third question is “How can anumana take place without the
existence of knowledge before-hand of a given object”’. In the case of infer-
ence of fire through smoke, the object fire is already known elsewhere. But
in the present case, validity is not identical in all knowledges. To this ques-
tion Gange$a gives two answers. One is of old logicians and another is his
own. The first one is as follows: It is true that the validity of knowledge is not

known earlier. But we adopt Vyatirekavyapti that is invariable concomittance

e ;% & R TRt @ ¢ [Ro20]



6 Gargesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge

between negation of object and the negation of inferential cause. One ques-
tion may arise as to what is the counter-positive (Jfq@ifiT) here is. To know
the negation of validity, recollection of validity is required. The particular
validity is not known elsewhere. Thus the question of prior knowledge of
object still remains. Here is the answer, due to peculiar Samskaras (latent
impressions) validity is recollected. Then the following question may be
raised. Recollected validity does not pertain to the object which is infront of
us. But the subject of the inference is the knowledge of the object infront.
How can we establish the recollected validity in the present knowledge which

is not at all substance of that validity ? Here old logicians reply that the

recollected validity (TgfddacTehehed) consists of only generic properties like

“ ”

i

the subject) recollected validity culminates in generating the required validity.

etc®. By the power of Paksadharmata (existence of inferential cause in

But Ganges$a does not accept this view of the old logicians. He holds
that, first of all, Inference merely leads to the cognition of the negation of
invalidity. Validity is not apprehended in the first inferential cognition. For
an assertive effort (ﬁmﬁmqgﬁr) a knowledge of the negation of invalidity is
enough. The cognition of validity will follow afterwards, with the help of
another inference. The first inferential cognition grasps the absence of inval-
idity thus the object here is “absence of invalidity”. The form of the inferen-

tial cognition is as follows :

“Knowledge has the absence of the invalidity ™. Here the question is
object is qualifier and the subject is qualified. For the knowledge of the quali-
fied which is qualified by an attribute, prior knowledge of the attribute is
necessary. How can that cognition emerge here without the knowledge of the

characteristic ? Here GangeS$a replies : “The first cognition is in the form of

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Garigesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge 7

the object is in the subject”. Here the object is not the qualifier. Only the
second knowledge is grasping the object as a qualifier. Hence there is no

untenability here.

Gange$a contradicts Mimamsakas' view an ‘anvasthda’ by a counter
argument'’. He says - Inferential cognition, according to Bhatta school grasps
both knowledge and its validity. To grasp the validity of that inferential
cognition another such cognition is needed. Then the anavastha occurs here
also. In the Prabhakara school it is accepted that knowledge is self-luminous.
But it's the self-luminosity of validity is not self luminous, because it is nei-
ther knowledge nor validity. If the self-luminosity of validity is extrinsic,
then the anavastha continues. If you opt for an anumana, then also the same

unternability remains.

The Mimamsakas further argue that knowledge, after it's, emergence
rapidly causes fruitful efforts. This means that validity need not wait to be
grasped by an inferential cognition, which comes only after an effort. Hence

validity of knowledge is internsic.

Udayanacarya'' refutes this that rapidity implies the fast grouping of
necessary instruments of the effort. As we said earlier, the knowledge of
validity is not needed for undertaking an effort. He elaborates further saying
that the exertion to drink water is quick in the case of thirsty people. It does
not mean that thirst-quenching ability of water is perceived there. Like that,

special effort does not provide any clue to the intrinsic nature of validity.

Thus we conclude that the validity knowledge is extrinsic in regard
of its cognition. We are not dealing with the extrinsic nature of its origin in

the present paper.

e ;% & R TRt @ ¢ [Ro20]



8 Gargesa's theory of extrinsic validity of knowledge

Notes : —
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.Ibid, p. 83

.Ibid, p. 248

.Ibid, p. 252
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10. Ibid, p. 279
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Indian philosophy of language in
Panditaraja Jagannatha's Rasagangadhara

— Prof. Himalayanath *

Language studies in India go to the antiquity of Vedas. PratiSakhyas
deal with the phonology of the Vedic Sanskrit. Yaska, the author of Nirukta
speaks of 14 grammarians and one among was Audumbarayana who hap-
pens to be the author of the Sphota theory. Nirukta deals with the etymol-
ogy of the vedic terminology and with Nighantu (thesaurus), it func-
tions as the linguistic key to understand the vedas. Expression is the basic
function of language. But when the language has to express complicated and
twisted intended meanings, for the precision, it takes recourse to secondary
and extended meanings of laksana (metaphor) and vyanjana (dhvani) respec-
tively. A word or a sentenece functioning as metaphor or suggestion bursts
with the flash of awareness of the intended meaning of the speaker. And this
phonemic burst was called as Sphota by Oudumbarayana and later it was
accepted by Nandike$wara. The systematic work on it was accomplished by
Bhartrhari in his Vakyapadiya. Bhartrhari mentions paSyanti, madhyama,
vaikhari reflecting sphota, Prakrta - dhvani and Vaikrta - dhvani respec-
tively. Sphota in the speaker through Vaikhari becomes spota in the listener.
Thus the circuit of language gets completed. Awareness in the speaker re-

sults in awareness of the listener or viewer through phonymic language or

* Department of Philosophy, Osmania University, Hyderabad
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10 Indian philosophy of language in Panditaraja Jagannatha's ....

body language (abhinaya) as the case may be. Padyanti is the form. Its con-
tent is sphota. This is the being of language. This being of language is the
inalienable part of the being of the man. Man's existence has eight
sthayibhavas (zerfaeren:) according to Bharata's Natya Sastra. Later
Alankarikas have added 'nirveda' as the ninth sthayibhava.

These nine sthayibhavas which are permanent and dominant emo-
tional moods under the conditions of the vibhavas result in rasa or particular
emotive aesthetic pleasure. %\‘Iﬁﬂﬂmﬁm TSI, This rasa
is a state produced in the spectator which is a single pleasurable feeling.
Unlike Mimamsakas, Bhartrhari belongs to the Akhandapaksa (gestalt) dis-
course which was picked up by Anandavardhana, who developed
Vyafjana (suggestion) theory. Anandavardhana uses the artha (meaning)
concept with the congitive, conative and emotive meanings. In addition to
Abhidha (primary), laksana (transferred), he postulates a third potency of
language called vyanjana or dhvani which is the capacity to suggest a mean-
ing other than its literal meaning. This naturally necessitates the assumption
of suggestive power for language. In the Dhvanyaloka, Anandavardhana

establishes his theory that suggestion is the soul of poetry -

‘IR ARG e FHEAY:

TS ST YIAHE &= |
e e i
& T TEEIE: W aeeeTy | 1" (F=sE: 2.2)

(The soul of poetry is suggestion as acknowledged by the poeticians
in earlier times. But some said that it is not true and others have said it is
unimportant. Someothers have stated that its truth does not represent the words
(text). Therefore for the comfort of connoisseur its form is explained.) (P. Sri
Ramachandrudu, 2007 : pp. 10 - 11)

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Indian philosophy of language in Panditaraja Jagannatha's .... 11

[aSaNal

SHTSITHT SN | 3TCAT 31 @ed: for him, the beautiful ideas

in poetry are of two kinds : literal (Vacya) and implied (Pratiyamana). Bharata

wants 'rasa’ to be achieved through a dramatic work and Anandavardhana,
Mammata, Vi$vanatha and Panditaraja Jagannatha want rasa to be achieved
through a poetic work with the help of dhvani.

Panditaraja Jagannatha is a harmonious blend of criticality and
creative poetic genius. He belongs to the 17th century and a great luminary
in the Sanskrit poetic tradition. According to him, suggestion, by itself is not
enough in poetry. What is suggested must be charming and this charm can
come only through the inducemint of rasa or aesthetic pleasure. This is
possible only through the unexpressed aspect of the expressd words. This is
intended by the speaker and grapsed by the listener. This sphota siddhi is the
fulfilment of language.

Jagannatha calls this process as OIS Tee: IS hIFH | (poetry
is the word which conveys a beautiful idea). With this understanding, he
captures the poetry, the ontological expression of being. This statement is
the epitiome for the entire field of poetics. He does not propose a new theory
but adds flavour and encapsulates the essence of poetry as the ramaniyata -

aesthesis in Dhvani tradition of Anandavardhana and Abhinavagupta.

He defines {‘-IUE\MCII as BIeh[AEIGSTAhATTEAT | Bleh[adl is to
be understood in the sense of THhR (charming). His Rasagangadhara
is available to us in two Ananas. First anana deals with kavya's definition
and classification, rasa, gunas, dhvani and its varieties and $abda vrttis such
as abhidha, laksana. Second anana mostly deals with alankarikas.

Panditaraja Jagannatha defines ShAGETUTH as THUTETfqReh: I1:
hIcgH | He explains it as {HUi\IQCII T B ABIK ST AT | EARELS!

T BRITASHEhR AT U S THaHTTeh! Sdtam: | This is interpreted by

Nagesa Bhatta in his Gurumarma Prakasa in this way.
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TR | SHTESAROTT e 31 | AFACEUe arde Soaea
IfaTE e S | THUTEMTOTEsh ST uTe &y s faeamtamumaneif |
A AGATRIERONE - IO | (3Ted siuRerigast (Fmmes:), 1998:6

(Nage$a Bhatta says that Panditaraja Jagannitha selected this ramaniyata

word denoting poetic grace, and suggested meanings in the grammatical
forms which in fact do not express. For Panditaraja Jagannatha,
ramaniyartha is the Kavya laksanam.)

In Rasagangadhara, Panditaraja Jagannatha employs the navya nyaya
language for precision to express his intent. With regard to rasa theory, "he
holds that fe=e T to show it in conformity with THI & 9: of Advaita Vedanta
" (Shankarji Jha :80 Atma is cidananda riipa. It is blissful consciousness. In
Advaita sthiti (non - dual state), bhojyam and Bhokta are one and the
same. In this state all is rasa only.

gAY osTRHe WREd: [T () AR 9 |

il = W WEEE e (F) T g TEmE 9 gl

(Vivekacudamani, verse 497)

(I am inside and outside of everything. Earlier, whatever that was
viewed distinctly as 'this enjoyer' and 'that enjoyed' are myself only. This is
the state of Advaita or non - dual.) After all, it is Atma which gets ananda
(bliss)

TS EIIIEYEs W fogH | (Nyayasiitras, 1.1.10)

(Desire, aversion, pleasure, pain, effort, knowledge mark the exist-
ence of individual Self.) Sukha is a form of ananda. Atma gets the ananda.
Through rasa one gets ananda and so ananda is Atma, therefore Tar 3
(Raso vai sah). {qTrcdeh h1FH _is the popular dictum of the Rasa theoreticians
of the Indian aesthetics. Rasa theory mentioned in the 6th bood of the Bharata's
Natya Sastra is accepted by Panditaraja Jagannatha . He says that rasa is of

consciousness in nature following Upanisadic pramana
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‘I F TegHAH | T T W | T P ST ST 9 |
W PATAT F: WA | I TR =T F & | T
et | 1" (Taittiriyopanisad, 2.7.2)

(Capacity to experience the aesthetic pleasure is innate to man. By

virtue of this innateness man becomes blessed, other wise who wants to live,
if this aesthetic pleasure is not there in the cavity of the heart. Indeed
Brahman alone causes this aesthetic pleasure in us.)

Sankara's Advaita Vedanta says that the Atman is constituted by
consciousness. When a jiva realizes himself to be none other than the ab-
solute self (Brahman) from then on he will stare existing in the blisful state.

‘SR ST St e AT |
ST dlsa 2 sRrareed: | 1”

(Vedantadindima, verse 67.)

(Brahman (Absolute self) alone is the truth. The world with its differ-
entiations of name and form is untruth. The individual self (Jivatma) is infact
the Absolute self (Brahman) only and never the 'other' to it. Who ever knows
this truth is the liberated soul and he alone is the scholar. This is the Clarion

call of the Vedanta.)

After the realization of Brahman, the man becomes one with Him.

This is the rasa state. This state is “TEIAE] FEHTY AR TS DA
ERon e @ (W'I?;:HTH'{':, p-38). The essence of the Sruti says that
when the cover of Rati etcetra permanent emotions (sthayibhavas) are re-
moved, the cit or jiiana transforms in to rasa. That state of consciousness is
rasatmaka. This is possible only when the Atma (self) stops identifying itself
with the Anatma (Non-self). This state is 'cideva rasah' Panditaraja Jagannatha
was an advaita vedantin and he extends the advaita vedanta in to the territory

of poetics by recognising the aesthetic dimension of the human existence.
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Earlier to Panditaraja Jagannatha, Kavyas were divided in to uttama,

madhyama and adhama kavyas.

e aNaY f\i\

u.a:l. (e o

R ST h TR TaTE
R FiesEyyad: fam o= ar
eThad: 3id T 11" (&=, 1.6)

(Either two or five great poets afe there like Kalidasa and others in
this wonderful world of poetic traditions by virtue of their talent.) By follow-
ing the above standard statement of Ananda Vardhana, Panditardja
Jagannatha creates another highest category called 'uttamottama' to evaluate
the quality of poetry. This uttamottama poetry must reflect ramaniyata

(poetic grace) for the realization of the blissful state.

TR HTE ST | (TR

A comparison between a beautiful damsel of Padmini Jati (category)
and the lotus creeper is being suggested by the $abda $akti and artha - Sakti
and so this is an instance of the ubhaya$aktimtiladhvani. The words hasa,
rasa, ali and padmini can not be replaced by other words, whereas some
words can be used in the place of the remaining words 'sarvanga $obha -
sambhara' etc." (P. Sri Ramachandrudu : 193). This is the best example to
show how Panditaraja Jagannatha exhibits simily in dhvani to actualise

ramaniyata in connoisseur.

“T SARAEEHART: TAEY i I |
T S TE S YOMERET: T2 qany 117 (THTETER:)
(Andhra Rasagangadharamu, Dvitiyananamu, P. VIIIL.)

(your little bent posture because of the heaviness
of your breasts is similar to a bent creaper with a
bunch of flowers. O'proud damsel of ruby lips, the

little creaper really equals you.)
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In this erotic poem there are three similies. The main simily is 'the
damsel of ruby lips' who is in the vocative case is being compared with the
little creaper to glorify her beauty and tenderness. This is supported by two
similies. The little bent posture of the lady is compared with the bent creaper
is the first supportive simily and the heaviness of her breasts is compared
with the bunch of flowers is the second supportive simily. This poem of
Panditaraja Jagannitha excellently exhibits ramaniyata in the usage of
similies.

Every Language makes some expressions and while doing so, it also
makes some suppressions (absence of expressions) resulting in impressions
in the listener. The expression is the abhidha - primary meaning. The sup-
pressions are the laksana (metaphor) where transference takes place and the
dhvani or vyanjana (suggestion) which is hinted. Thus, the expression and
suppression are two sides of the language which result in an impression of
Pratibha (capacity to understand) in the listener which is the content of the
Sphota of the speaker.

For Panditardja Jagannatha, ramaniyata or THehN: (strikingness or
striking effect) is importnt in a poetic piece which results in Pratibha in the
listener. This is ramaniyata (the meaning which invokes beauty). Its
pratipadika $abda is the Sphota. The route of this ramaniyata is unimpor-
tant, whether it is through rasa (aesthetic pleasure) or dhavni or vyanjana
(suggestion) or from a vacyartha i.e., abhidha (primary meaning). Thus, he
avoides the extremeties of dhvani (suggestion) school and also the school of
Khanda Paksa of both Kaumarila Bhatta's abhihitanvaya vada (each word
expressing its meaning in a sentence) and Prabhakar's anvitabhidhana (each
word expressing a meaning in a connected way in a sentence) whose embhasis
is abhidha. Panditaraja Jagannatha integrates all the schools including rasa

school of Bharata's Natyasastra. For him, ramaniyata is important and
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through what it comes is unimportant. This ramaniyata is the soul of

poetry - hII& ATcHI {HOTAT | Thus, he is the founder of the ramaniyata

school of aesthetic language with the shade difference within the dhvani school.

According to Panditaraja Jagannatha , the Indian linguistic seeks ramaniyata

in poetry.
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Tarka Counter-Factual Reasoning : A brief account of
divergent standpoints of Dvaita Vedantins vs Naiyayikas

— Dr. Shrinivasa Varakbedi *

All systems of Indian philosophy agree in common that 7arka is one
of the tools or a major weapon for any proponent to use against his opponent
arguments. However a lot of profound disagreements in several aspects on
this commonly accepted notion are also seen among different schools over
the history. Tarka is a mental process involving hypothesis that leads to a
proper conclusion at the end. It is a form of supposition that can be used as an
aid to the attainment of knowledge 'true-belief. Tarka has been considered to
be a tool for analyzing contradictory positions of opponents and for differen-
tiating the true judgment from untrue. Tarka may be translated as 'Counter-

Factual Reasoning', CFR in short.

Tarka ' CFR is a species of cognitive episode and is admitted to be a
mind-made error (supposition) in nature. Some philosophers hold that it is an
independent instrument of knowledge (vHr0r). According to Nyaya tradition
it is not an independent instrument for knowledge rather a supporting factor

for the means of knowledge.

Let us now address the speculations on 7arka made by Naiyayikas.

Naiyayikas are of opinion that 7arka is an erroneous willful belief. The

* Director, Sanskrit Acadenry, Osmania University, Hyderabad - 07
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38 Tarka Counter-Factual Reasoning : A brief account ....

result of Tarka is also believed to be of that nature. Therefore when Tarka
itself is not a true belief, where is the question of truth of the belief resulted
from it. Starting from Aksapada 'the author of Nyayasutra, the whole Nyaya
tradition believed that Tarka belongs to the category of 38’ and neither it is
doubt; nor the judgment, because it doesn't possess the characteristics of the
both.?

Later philosophers refined this theory in clear terms and declared that
Tarka does not belong to the category of knowledge. But, still it belongs to
the cognitive type of category and more or less it is an imaginary imposition
or a kind of assumption. To denote this idea they coined a technical word
'smerari:'. This is an erroneous belief (hereafter the word assumption is used
in this sense) that is willingly given birth while knowing the fact that it is
false. Neither it can sublate any belief; nor can it be sublated by any knowl-
edge. For instance, while perceiving a pot present on the floor, the assump-
tion of the form 'if the pot were not present here' assuming the absence of that
pot, is an 'sTEERY:". Tarka has also been held to be possessing of the same

nature.

Tarka consists of two parts. The antecedent part is the ground and
the second one is the consequent. Both these are considered to be of the
nature of assumption. For the conclusion drawn from Tarka is also not a true

belief. Look at the following standard example from Nyaya discourses.

The hill actually possesses fire and smoke. On seeing the smoke - the
sign of fire, one can easily infer the fire. But, if somebody rejects the idea of
the fiery hill, Tarka manifests to save the life - 'If hill would not have pos-
sessed any fire, It would not have possessed even smoke'. I result opponent
gets fixed by an unintended idea of absence of smoke on the hill, which is
totally against the evidence. Therefore he comes out of his wrong calcula-

tion/judgment, through this kind of untrue belief resulted by Tarka. Thus,

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Tarka Counter-Factual Reasoning : A brief account .... 39

both Tarka and its result are not true beliefs in nature according to the tradi-
tion of Nyaya. Granted that it is NOT yxror, all the same they want to use it as
JAUTIES: - the benevolent to the instruments of knowledge.

Although everything looks nice, I will try to show here how such
treatment will do injustice to Tarka, its function and role in whole epistemic
process as has been expounded in Dvaita works authored by Jayatirtha and
Vyasatirtha of 14" and 15" CE.

According to Dvaita school of Vedanta, which has installed several
milestones in Indian Philosophy by its unique contributions, Tarka is held to
be an independent instrument of knowledge as well as an auxiliary to other
instruments of knowledge in contrast with the views of Naiyayikas who
analyze the whole theory having considered it to have merely one limb viz.,
CFR. Dvaitins on the other hand opine that Tarka is more than a counterfactual
one and if it is taken into account along with its inverse application
(foTeaadaaTy), it becomes the reasoning or inference.

Dvaitins admit three instruments of knowledge namely - Perception,
Verbal Testimony and Inference. The inference is of two types - 1. HERMARH
- inference for establishment (to prove his own theories) 2. geomgHH - infer-
ence for refutation (to reject opponents' stand). The latter is further divided
into two sub-varieties: 1 gymMETEAH - inference employed to show the de-
fects in the arguments of opponent and 2 de: - Counter-Factual Reasoning
(Hereafter CFR). The inference of first type is acceptable to all. The first one
in latter category tries to prove the incompetence of opponent's evidences in
order to prove the proponents' position, which is beyond any doubt accept-
able to the proponent. (E.g. The syllogism of such an inference is as follows:
The opponent's evidence is full of flaws, for such and such reason) The sec-

ond on the other hand raises serious objections in opponent's case to reject
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his stand and the objection raised thereby is not acceptable at all for it goes
against the fact. (See CFC 1)

Dvaita philosophers define Tarka of the form "f it were the case of A,
then it would be the case of C" as "The enforcement of the admission of an
undesirable consequence C pervasive of A, necessitated by the admission of
A pervaded by C". When A cannot occur if C is not present, A is said to be
pervaded by C and C to be the pervasive of A. Thus, the relation of pervasion
or necessary concomitance forms the ground for "Tarka" CFR. In simpler
words, suggesting the inevitability of the admission of the pervasive factor C

on agreement of the pervaded factor A is the definition of Tarka.3
Take the following example.

"If security agencies would not have been alert, then the terrorist would
have blown the parliament building" - "However the terrorist could
not do so, therefore one must admit that the security agencies were
alert and attentive to their job". In this example you may see the con-
clusion suggesting the admission of the negation of the case A on the
grounds of the negation of B. This inverse application is confirmed
on the basis of the former part - counterfactual conditional. Now if
you interpret the CFC on the same lines, the CFC is nothing but the
suggestion of undesirable but inevitable admission of the false con-

sequence - B to the opponent in case he dares to admit A.

Madhva thinkers have tried to project the inaccuracy of the miscon-
ception of Naiyayikas as a case of assumption or willful error as has been
defined by them. The simple definition given by Naiyayikas that saremooT
HHRIY: deh: that means "the erroneous belief of a pervasive factor B by
means of another erroneous belief of the pervaded factor A. This definition

becomes wide in the following case. Suppose, fog spread over lake is mis-
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taken as smoke by someone. On perceiving it, he would infer that 'the lake
possesses fire', which is not true. This inference being an error is the result of
another error grasping fog as smoke. The definition of Tarka would overstep
crossing its limits. Here in this instance, the fog mistaken as smoke is taken to

be pervaded factor and the fire as the pervasive factor.

If the definition is altered by adding with a modifier 'intentional er-
ror', (in other words 'Tarka is a willful error or assumption of false thing') (it
is not so in previous case) it would also be over-pervasive. Suppose, for
instance, an object lying ahead is ascertained to be a tree and not a human
being. Nevertheless, if a person assumes it as a human being even after know-
ing the fact, for that purpose ascribes the human characteristics to it and con-
cludes in the same lines, then this definition still remains over-pervasive. For,
the above mentioned belief is a willful error (3TERERY) resulted by that of
another property. But, this kind of cognition cannot be recognized as Tarka.
The reason is that this kind of ascription of human being on a tree is a result
of visual organ with the help of mind. Being the result of the necessary con-
comitance is the determinate feature of inference. Moreover, the above defi-
nition itself is not tenable for the following reason. Let us for the time being
accept that the ground part is a voluntary imagination or willful error as it
seems to be a hypothesis. However, it is not so in the case of consequent.
For, such a belief cannot be the result of volition or will; but it can be the
result of the hypothetical ground as it is completely dependent upon the rela-
tion of necessary concomitance. Therefore the second part viz., consequent
cannot be claimed to be an assumption or willful error as has been accorded
by Naiyayikas. Thus, the definition shown by Naiyayikas is defective and

for the same reason the nature of Tarka is to be redefined.

It may also be noted here that Naiyayikas went wrong even in fixing

their 'goal' (the thing to be defined) for the definition. They considered Tarka
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to be having only one limb. But, in fact, common man employs Tarka in his
arguments along with its inverse application in defense of his stand against

that of his opponents.

Vyasatirtha in his Tarkatindava has established how Tarka is noth-
ing but reasoning being an instrument of knowledge. He also tried to show
different ways of interpretation of Tarka in order to elevate it to the status of
true belief, following his grand-teacher of his own tradition Jayatirtha. This
kind of new treatment of Tarka has given rise to new avenues in Indian philo-

sophical research.

According to his analysis, though the ground and consequent of Tarka
are false, the logical connection between those two terms must be true as
never ever it is sublated or denied by any knowledge. For Naiyayikas who
wish to be hardcore realists, such a relation of hypothetical terms may be
false. But, nonetheless the formal hypothetical assertion makes us under-
stand as if it is true in an imaginary world, where it can be proved consistent.
It is never held that this kind of relation between two terms of Tarka is true in
this real world. For it is an established truth that when both antecedent and
consequent are false, the conditional becomes logically true. The realistic

doctrine of Dvaita School approves this notion unlike Nyaya realists.

Having formed this background, Vyasatirtha argues that Tarka - a
hypothetical argument along with its inverse application causes for true con-
clusion and hence becomes an independent instrument of knowledge. The
dependency on inverse application does not make any harm in holding it as
a special type of inference - (FHOTTHFH 1).4

Another alternative interpretation of Tarka expounded by Vyasatirtha
is as follows. The antecedent clause of Tarka - "if the hill would be devoid of

fire" means that "if you admit that the hill is devoid of fire". And the conse-
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quent "then it would be devoid of smoke" means "then in that case, you are
bound to admit that it is devoid of smoke". The phrases "if-then" along with
"would-have" suggest this meaning. Such an interpretation now gives no
room for objections that the probans of Tarka is not true and hence is absent
in the subject allowing fallacy of asiddhi. For henceforth the probans of Tarka
would be 'the opponents' admission of the absence of fire on the hill' and this
is a fact and hence there is no question of the non-existence of the probans in
the subject. Likewise, hence the probandum of Tarka would be 'the inevita-
bility of the admission of the absence of smoke on the hill'. This is also not

false as it is a logical truth. This stand will not lead to any fallacy like 'subletion'.

It may be noted here that Apadanam means showing the inevitability
of false admission; not the assertion of the presence of false objects. By this
way, Tarka has been freed from all misconceptions due to previous theories
and has been justified to be independent instrument of knowledge in the
form of inference. Consider the following form of syllogism that Tarka takes

after this interpretation.

1. The hill is to be considered as possessing the absence of smoke.
2. Because of your admission of the absence of fire.

3. Just like lake is considered to be so.

Now Tarka completely manifests in the form of a normal inference

and uncovers all doubts regarding its nature of inference.

In this case, the Naiyayikas conclusion that Tarka is not possible
without its inverse application does not hold good. This interpretation makes
it completely independent in deducing the true conclusion without any
inverse application. No doubt, it is a unique exposition by Vyasatirtha through
which Tarka ultimately gets its appropriate place by attaining formal and

material validity.
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The Utility of Tarka

The major problem that all Indian thinkers faced and tried to solve it
with greater care is the problem of induction. The validity of inferential judg-
ment does ultimately rest on the universal proposition - a result of induction.
The universal proposition is nothing but conditional with a universal Quanti-
fication. But, when the condition - the necessary association between two
terms itself cannot be determined due to serious doubts raised there upon,
how could inference be put in use by common people or by philosophers?
For it lacks the power of certainty of universal proposition. The problem of
obstacle by doubt prevents not only the inferential process, but even the other
means of knowledge - perception and verbal testimony. Unless a strong tool
is employed to remove such an obstacle, the knowledge - organs (instru-
ments) do not yield their results. Herein 'Tarka' plays an important role. For
the same reason, 'Tarka' is called as yHOTIES: - One who blesses knowl-
edge-organs. This means that Tarka functions as an auxiliary factor to the
knowledge-sources supporting them in generating knowledge by removing
the doubt-like obstacles. While narrating the nature of Tarka, Aksapada says
that Tarka is a hypothesis belief that helps in production of knowledge by
showing the possibility of one particular object among conflict alternatives
posed by doubt. Vatsayana and Udyotakara the chief commentators of
Aksapada describe this with a lot of discussions and declare that when the
instruments of knowledge are prevented by the doubt that appears with more
than one conflicting alternatives, then Tarka manifest and eliminates the doubt
by showing the applicability of knowledge-organs in one alternative and re-

5
jecting it in the other.

One question may arise here as to how the doubt is eliminated by
Tarka? Vacaspati Miéra answers this with sufficient details. The instruments

of knowledge though they are capable enough to generate their results, would
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stop operation, when they got struck with doubt with opposing alternative.
As soon as the doubt is removed by Tarka by showing the absurdity in the
opposition, the instruments of knowledge accomplish the determination of
truth on their own. They are in need of the aid by Tarka only when they are

6
kept in check by the doubt arising from opposition claims .

Thus Tarka is used for wiping out the doubt covered on the subject-
matter. This function is called fas=afeTeH.

Thus, Tarka to this view, Udayana takes a different stand on the
utility of Tarka. He argues that the removal of doubt is not possible by
employing Tarka as the doubt and Tarka are not in opposition in respect of
their objects. For example, when a person gets a doubt of the existence of fire
on hills, where smoke is located, then Tarka arises in the form 'If hill doesn't

posses fire, then it would be devoid of smoke'.

Since the doubt is in the form 'whether hill possesses or not', there
will not be any opposition between the doubt and Tarka, which proposes the
'absence of smoke' and that has nothing to do with the contest of the doubt
about the existence of the 'fire on the hill'. Therefore, Udayana postulates
that the Tarka that comes into play on demand when doubt arises served to
remove the desire for judgment of the opposition stand, but not the doubt.
For instant, the moment a hungry friend starts eating poisoned food, and if
you happened to know the fact you would try to save him by warning "If you
would have eaten the food, you would have been dead". Here even without
any doubt Tarka comes into picture and removed the desire of food - con-
sumption by showing undesirable consequences that would necessarily
follow the act. Thus, in present context when the desire of opposing judg-

ment is removed, the doubt will also be removed by the judgment of ﬁre.7

This position justified by strong arguments is also contended by Sri

Vallabha in his Nyayalilavati. He maintains that Tarka can only help in get-
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ting the necessary concomitance (Vyapti) under the great influence of
TerenaTeaTE, who has admitted the Tarka to be the tool for the knowledge of
necessary concomitance (sfemgiar:). Defending this stand, Sti Vallabha
has rejected the views of his ancestors by showing the problems in them.
According to him once the process of instrument is in operation, nothing like
doubt or opposition desire can obstruct it from leading to its result. Another
view (probably Jayanta Bhatta's) that Tarka weakens the opponents position
sowing the demerits in that has also been dismissed by Sri Vallabha for the
reason that this is possible only by the power of final judgment; not by any

interior judgments.

Finally we shall examine the theory of Tarka and its service. As has
been elaborated according to the Dvaita school of thought, Tarka is not only
recognized as an independent instrument of knowledge like other instruments,
but also as an auxiliary to the instruments knowledge for the sake of removal
of bottlenecks. It may be asked that how being an independent instrument
Tarka could be accredited as benevolent towards knowledge instruments?
The answer for this is that just like perception and verbal testimony despite
being independent instrument of knowledge act as aid to inference, Tarka
too may be so to other instruments. And as subsequent belief in a serial of
beliefs that are considered to be an aid in support of previous belief, Tarka

. 8
can also be considered as the same.

Tarka has been accorded to be auxiliary to all kinds of instruments of
knowledge. However in case of inference, Tarka will act as an aid in twofold
roles. There are two stages in inferential process - one prior to the employ-
ment of inference vs. fargmm™eT: The knowledge pf the application of probans
pervaded by probanding and the other posterior to that. In the first stage, the
doubt about the fallibility of the concomitance between a probans and

probandam in general without any reference to the particular subject under
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consideration, may arise. In fact this kind of doubt would prevent fergmRmsT
posing the problem in the belief of Vyapti. Now, Tarka by showing contra-
diction in the opponent's position justifies the invariable concomitance rela-
tion needed for inference. Secondly the doubt may occur with particular ref-
erence to the subject under consideration. In other words, doubt of the form

"Let hill be devoid of fire though it has smoke unlike other loci" may arise.

In such situations, Tarka removes the doubt directly and makes the
road of inference clear. The first one is called aFHfdeRUTEAR that is instru-
mental to the formulation of the inferential belief. The latter has been re-
garded as 3T{AMIIES that is helpful to the realization of conclusion. Thus, it
seems that the idea of service of Tarka has been borrowed by Dvaitins from

their ancient thinkers and revised with some slight modifications.

Finally we may note the words of appreciation by Prof. S. Bagchi in

his work on 'Inductive Reasoning' about the contribution of Dvaitins.

"It must be recognized that Vyasatirtha (One of the Madhva stal-
warts ) definition of reasoning (Tarka ) and his exposition of its nature and
service really register a high watermark in the logical speculations of India
and they ought be accepted as a distinct improvement upon the theories of

the Nyaya-VaiSesika school.”
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Sanskrit Teaching

— Dr. P. Venkat Rao *

It has been argued that Sanskrit is a very difficult language and that
even after the study of that language over a considerable period, one does
not acquire any adequate proficiency or mastery. It is also pointed out that
even a large number of teachers and professors who have qualified them-
selves for M.A. and Ph.D. in Sanskrit cannot yet converse in Sanskrit. As a
remedy it has been suggested that the curriculum of Sanskrit needs to be
redesigned and the direct method of teaching through Sanskrit should be
adopted.

There is no doubt that this remedy, if implemented properly, will
ameliorate the situation. But first and foremost we must underline the impor-
tance of the factors that inspire and strengthen the motivation to learn San-
skrit.

These factors include a general national awakening to the following

facts :

a) The earliest composition that is available in the world consists of Vedic

Sambhitas, the language of which is Sanskrit. In order to determine

* Reader, Department of Education, Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati
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the nature of the thought and aspirations which are embedded in the
Vedic text, the knowledge of Sanskrit is indispensable. Again, con-
sidering connected with self-culture self-perfection, that knowledge
is directly relevant to the solution of some of the deepest maladies of
the contemporary humanity, this enhances the value of the Vedic

knowledge and therefore of Sanskrit.

b) Vedas are being now acknowledged not only as a part of the ancient
Indian literature but also as a part of the world literature. Hence, the
time is ripening when people of the world will turn the Sanskrit with

increasing interest.

c) As far India is concerned, it has to be noted that Sanskrit has always
been an all-India language and it has universal appeal all over the
country; even in the early part of the modern period we had profound
authors in Sanskrit is the one speech which, in spite of the heavy
blows cast on it by misfortunes of various kinds, and even after
centuries of decline connects our long period of past history with our

present.

d) All that pre-eminently constitutes India as a nation has been expressed
continuously through the Sanskrit language. Three greatest national
poets, Valmiki, Vyasa and Kalidasa have written only in Sanskrit,
and it may be asked as to how, without the knowledge of Sanskrit, at
least at the minimum level, one can hope to enter into the spirit that is

so vibrant in the writings of these three great poets.

e) At a time when it is increasingly recognized that India needs to
recover a great store of knowledge that has been expressed through

Sanskrit throughout a long period of its history, and when it is recog-
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nized further that knowledge needs to be revived, reformulated, en-
riched and made to run on new lines by absorbing what is best and
valuable in the modern currents of various disciplines of knowledge,
how, it may be asked, can we ever hope to succeed in this task with-
out a widespread knowledge of Sanskrit among students, teachers,

scholars and general public ?

f) Atatime when the importance of Sanskrit is gradually gaining ground,
and when the greatest demand that is being made on the modern
mind is that one should combine the sublimity and luminosity of the
heritage of the Sanskrit literature with modernity, it is indispensable
that the country reorients its system of education in such a manner
that Sanskrit is learned not only at a minimum level but even at in-

creasing higher levels.

g) It has also be realized that it is very difficult to master the Official
Language of India, namely, Hindi, without adequate mastery over
Sanskrit, and also that all the other national languages can be mas-

tered only when one has adequate grounding in Sanskrit.

h) The idea that Sanskrit is to be retained as only a language for the
scholar is erroneous, since large manifestations of Indian culture in-
volving masses of common people, inevitably invite expressions in
Sanskrit. Even ceremonies of various kinds in which common people
participate collectively and massively demand some knowledge of

Sanskrit so as to make them truly intelligible and enjoyable.

1) It has also been noticed that in regard to the computer technology,
which is fast becoming the universal instrument of transmission and

communication, Sanskrit has been found to be an ideal language.
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With the development of this technology, the importance of Sanskrit

will become a modern living international language.

These and other considerations need to be highlighted in very strik-
ing manners, so that students and teachers feel inspired to learn Sanskrit as
quickly as possible and as proficiently as possible and at higher and higher

levels of competence.

Why Sanskrit ? This should be a theme for competent scholars to
write on, and a programme should be launched under which short write-ups
could be brought out in pamphlets should be addressed to various target
groups including children, adolescents, youths, students of all ages, scholars,

teachers and members of general public.

It has to be realized that it is only when motivation to learn Sanskrit is
strengthened in the minds of the common people of the country that we shall
hope to succeed in implementing whatever curriculum that we shall plan and

try to implement.

Let us now come to the question of curriculum and medium of in-
struction for Sanskrit. It is certainly true that direct method of teaching San-
skrit through Sanskrit is most effective and the curriculum should accord-
ingly be designed, particularly if it is meant for children and adolescents.
For at a tender age, learning is effected by direct experience of sounds and
by the sensations and emotions that they generate. At that stage, the mental
or abstract method of translation of meanings from one language to the other,
is found to be artificial. The already been demonstrated by a number of San-
skrit camps that are being held in our country. Simple conversational San-
skrit is already being imparted by the direct method in these camps, the dura-

tion of which is not longer than a fortnight.
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We have also the example of the direct method, which is used for
teaching French in Alliance Francaise. This Institution, which has a number
branches in the country and also in the other parts of the world, imparts high
proficiency in French within a period of three to four years, and it insists on

teaching French through French.

It must, however, be noted that the direct method should be well-
supported by high proficiency of the teacher, pictorial teaching-learning
material, and appropriate use of audio-visual equipment. We can easily
recommend as models the books which have been brought out by Alliance
Francaise for teaching French. One can notice that the material presented in
these books is highly conversational and pertains to events, which occur in
the course of ordinary travels, visits, festivals, etc. This is instructive; for
direct method thrives best when it is conversational and when it aims at

developing conversational abilities.

It may be also to underline, the fact that all the modern Indian
languages contain a very large percentage of Sanskrit words; it would,
therefore, be advantageous for any group of students if one were to cull out
those words which are common between the language of that group and
Sanskrit ; thus much of the vocabulary of Sanskrit may be shown to be
already possessed by the concerned students. This will not only give confi-
dence but also the feeling that Sanskrit is, after all, not a difficult subject.
This would mean that instead of having one uniform teaching-learning
material for the whole country, we should prepare the required material rel-

evant to each modern Indian language

The direct method of teaching Sanskrit through Sanskrit need not
necessarily eliminate reference to synonyms in one's own mother tongue or

to the languages know to the learner. In any case, in a situation like India
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where several languages are being taught to the students simultaneously, it
would be quite useful to prepare tables showing how a given word is trans-
lated by appropriate words in other languages which are being simultaneously

learnt.

Rigidity in regard to method should be avoided, since even an effec-
tive method like the direct method may not suit certain individuals; it is also
found that the direct method is even more effective when the basics of the
given language are learnt through mother-tongue or through a language with
which one is already acquainted. On the other hand, it is also found that
when a student knows that teacher does not know any other language than
the language that is being taught, a greater effort is induced in the student to

learn the concerned language through direct method.

The question of curriculum is, however, more complicated. The rea-
son is that under the three-language formula, students can start learning San-
skrit in Hindi speaking area right form the beginning, if adequate facilities
are provided by policy makers. If a favorable decision is taken and imple-
mented, a high goal can be fixed in the curriculum for Sanskrit in the Hindi
speaking areas. Elsewhere, too, a slightly modified curriculum but a similar
curriculum can be adopted where Hindi and Sanskrit could be combined and
taught together on the basis of a certain formula where appropriate weight
age is given to both Hindi Speaking areas, in classes 8,9 and 10; and consid-
ering that too great an emphasis is laid on the study of grammar, teaching-
learning of Sanskrit becomes very heavy and difficult. There is a need to
develop a new curriculum based on the assumption that Sanskrit is to be
taught through Sanskrit; we need not simplify Sanskrit in order to make the
learning of the language easy; there is, we might say a possibility of arriving

at what may be called simple but not simplified Sanskrit. Too much empha-
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sis on dual can be minimized, we may also limit ourselves to simple
compounds ; emphasis on liaison or sandhi can also be minimized; we may
distinguish between learning Sanskrit for personal conversation and learning
Sanskrit for understanding Sanskrit books written in earlier times. Even there
we can identify such compositions such as Nalopakhyana in Mahabharata

which are not very difficult.

It is seen that in the discussion document issued by the NCERT
concerning national curriculum framework for school education, a remark
has been made that the three language formula exists only in our curriculum
documents, and other policy statements that some States follow only a
two-language formula, whereas in some other States a classical language
like Sanskrit or Arabic is being studied in lieu of a modern Indian language.
It is also pointed out that some boards or institutions permit European
languages like French or German in place of Hindi. A question has also been
raised if classical languages can be taught as a part of the composite course
with mother tongue or regional languages. However, this document does not
spell out any precise recommendation in regard to Sanskrit. In this situation,
it is necessary that specific recommendations are made by us here in regard
to Sanskrit, which has a very special place in the development of national

consciousness.

In addition to the suggestions that make earlier, provisions need to be
continue the study of Sanskrit at the higher secondary stage. For if a students
has done three years of Sanskrit at the elementary and secondary stages,
there should be facility to continue that language in order to sharpen the
required competence. Actually, the scheme of studies provides in the senior
secondary stage only one language and one more language as a part of elec-

tive courses. This seems, to be unfortunate, because study of languages is
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extremely important, and we should ensure that there is sufficient room to
study Sanskrit in addition to Hindi and English at the senior secondary, apart

from the study or the regional language.

A distinction should be made between the study of language and the
study of literature. More often than not, most of the language courses are
designed with the aim to enable the student to study the literature of the con-
cerned language. Most of the books meant for the study of English demand
a great part of the time for the study of English Literature. The argument is
that the more one studies the literature, the greater is the considerable force.
But experiments show that a large number of students of literature do not
exhibit proficiency in the language at the same level as those who studied the
language in an intensive manner. For example, in order to master a language,
one needs to spend a lot of time in the art of summarizing, paraphrasing,
composition of essays and letters, and copious exercises of translation from

one language to the other.

Applying the same ideas in regard to Sanskrit, it seems desirable that
the courses in Sanskrit at the school stage should provide numerous exer-
cises for conversation, mastery of idiomatic expressions, computer abilities
in regard to Sanskrit, development of capacity to translate from and into San-

skrit, and letter writing, and writing of summaries and paraphrasing.

Since the curricular framework for Sanskrit is still uncertain, the task
for preparing teaching-learning material suffers form many handicaps. In any

case, the following things may be suggested:

1. Open school courses for Sanskrit may be designed in such a way that
through pictorial books, audio-visual cassettes and language labora-

tories, Sanskrit can be learned in a graded manner by target groups
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of three starting points : those who start at a young age ; those who

start at a period of adolescence ; those who start at later stages.

2. The Government should sponsor a scheme of teaching Sanskrit as an
additional language on an optional basis, at the all the levels, and
financial assistance should be given for running this additional course.
In addition, just as British Council and Alliance Francaise conduct
classes for English and French, respectively, for students of various
stages and even for general public, such classes should be conducted
for Sanskrit throughout the country, with adequate financial support

from the Government of India.

3. In addition, crash course for teachers to attain language proficiency
should also be prepared carefully. These crash courses should be
introduced in the colleges and universities, where students can start
learning the Sanskrit language right from the beginning so as

achieve some minimum level of proficiency.

4. Finally, it may be suggested that experts should organize teaching-
learning materials for Sanskrit language laboratories which can set
up in schools, college's and universities as also in cultural institu-
tions. A language laboratory facilitates the students to study language
mostly by self-help under the supervision of the supervising teacher,
who can help the students by occasional intervention. Each student
in the language laboratory can study language at his or her own pace.
Auto-testing is also provided for in the language laboratory.
However, the success of language laboratory will depend on the
expertise employed in preparing the graded courses of Sanskrit for
various types of students. This subject should be undertaken by
institutions like NCERT and Rashtirya Sansthan.
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As will be seen from above, the question of teaching Sanskrit through
Sanskrit has many aspects and calls for a complete re-orientation, not only of
methodology of teaching Sanskrit but also of curriculum, framing of alterna-
tive syllabi for various target groups, preparation of suitable teaching learn-
ing materials, development of language laboratories, training of teachers on
massive scales throughout the country, and above all, creation of a new
climate in which the importance of Sanskrit in underlined. So has that a

sustained motivation to learn Sanskrit is generated in the country.
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The Narmada Myth Contemporized :
A Study of Gita Mehta's' ‘A River Sutra’

—Dr. R. Deepta *

“afgt aR fafaf TdmaE i |
Tt fomToTgsRfEat A 3 faafe o 07

(Skandamahapurana, Revakhanda, Chapter 12, Verse 5)

Myths are stories which combine fact and fiction and are of deep
cultural and spiritual significance. Passed down from generation to generation,
traditionally, they are linked to the spiritual and religious life of a community
and are culture specific. Value laden discourses, they are symbolic expressions
of the values of a community or aspects of a culture's world view. So, they
reflect a profound reality or inner meaning of the universe and of human life
as understood by that community. They transcend time combining the past
i.e. the traditional modes of being with the present or current values and
reaching out for future aspirations. So myth worth its name, by nature is a
‘fluid narrative form’; folktale, legend and myth flowing into each other
continually and continuously, evolving new, combined or revived forms and
becoming the living tradition of the culture. The Rama myth, changing as it
has been told and retold in various languages of India at various points of
time from a ‘GG==gqT: of Valmiki to an avatar of the Divine and to the Divine
Himself, is the most familiar example of how a myth grows, expands and
absorbs folklore and legend into itself without contradicting the earlier
references and thus proving its relevance time and again.

* Reader in English, Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati
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Interested in things beyond the temporal, the Indian mind has always
been a myth making and myth perceiving one as myths transcend the present.
It is no surprise that we have myths related to every aspect of nature apart
from myths about gods, goddesses, heroes reflecting not only the world view
but also the paradox of life. What has been unique to India is that people in
India are still close to their mythology. In spite of the changes that have come
about, the epics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata and various other
myths from the Puranas make sense to Indians. They still constitute a common
frame of reference unlike the Greek or Roman myths which have lost much
of their relevance to the West.

Rivers have been central to human civilization as many ancient
civilizations and cultures have flourished around rivers. But for Indians rivers
are not just geographical entities nor are they sources of just economic and
social growth. They are seen as spiritual succours redeeming the sins of the
people, leading them to the ultimate salvation and so are believed to be visible
manifestations of God. So, it is inevitable that there should be a number of
myths related to rivers in Indian mythology. Myths about the sacred rivers of
the Ganga, Yamuna, Sarasvati, Narmada and several others elucidated in
the Puranas have percolated into the Indian consciousness and imagination
through the epics the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, the Bhagavata
and are immortalized in the writings of many a famous poet like Kalidasa. In
recent years too, rivers and their myths traditional, newly created or subverted
have been creatively used by a number of writers across India in English as
well as regional languages like Rabindranath Tagore (Muktadhara),
Humayun Kabir (Men and Rivers), Raja Rao (The Serpent and the Rope),
A K. Ramanujan (A River), Arun Joshi (The City and the River) and several
others.

Gita Mehta's much acclaimed novel A River Sutra belongs to this
category of writings which uses the myth about a river, in this case the river
Narmada. What astonishes one is the fact, how well Mehta is able to capture
the essence of the traditional myth about the Narmada as it is enunciated in
the 'Revakhanda' of the Skandamahapurana and contemporizes it by
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weaving into it several other popular and folk beliefs, even archeological
findings about the Narmada. Thus, in the novel, Mehta creates a sense of not
only the relevance of ancient myth of Narmada and evokes it as a symbol of
paradox of life, but as a living river with scores of people converging on its
banks for various reasons.

A River Siutra, a string of stories in the manner of traditional Sanskrit
narrative, is about people who converge on the banks of the Narmada. Though
there is a 'sutradhara' type frame narrator whose curiosity to know about
others and his questions to know the meaning of the narratives told by them,
brings in the various sub-narratives of the novel, it is the Narmada which
forms not only the link between the various sub-narratives but acts as a
metaphor for life's paradoxes to present forcefully the essence of all the
narratives.

As in the traditional myth, Mehta presents the Narmada as a "beautiful
woman dancing towards the Arabian Sea".? Following the myth closely, she
presents the Narmada as one of the holiest of rivers in India born out of Siva,
just as the Ganga originated from Visnu and the Sarasvati from Brahma. It is
repeatedly said in the novel that people believe that the very sight of the
Narmada would absolve all sins. So holy the river is that, it is also said that
committing suicide in the Narmada is no sin at all as the very touch of the
waters would lead to the liberation of the soul. Ascetics and pilgrims throng
its banks. Pilgrims undertake arduous parikarma of the Narmada so that they
may attain Moksa. Nagababa, one of the characters in the novel, too is an
ascetic who yearns to be on the banks of the Narmada. He walks down the
Himalayas to meditate on the banks of the river near Amarakantak. On the
night of Siva (éivarﬁtri), as it is customary for him, he goes to beg and sees a
child at a brothel and rescues her. He calls her the daughter of the Narmada
and names her Uma. He teaches her songs about the river. Uma grows up to
become a wandering minstrel singing praises of the Narmada. For her, singing
praises of the river is her penance, her way of liberating herself.

In the novel, Mehta goes on to describe the origin of the Narmada in
the following manner:
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It is said that éiva, Creator and Destroyer of worlds, was in an ascetic
trance so strenuous that rivulets of perspiration began flowing from his
body down the hills. The stream took on the form of a woman - the
most dangerous of her kind a beautiful virgin innocently tempting even
ascetics to pursue her, inflaming their lust by appearing at one moment
as a lightly dancing girl, at another as a romantic dreamer ..... Her
inventive variations so amused Siva that he names her Narmada, the
Delightful one, blessing her with the words "You shall be forever holy,
forever inexhaustible". Then he gave her in marriage to the Ocean,
Lord of Rivers most lustrous of all her suitors.?

It is interesting to note here that Mehta in her novel imaginatively
reconstructs the birth of the Narmada from two descriptions of the, origin of

the river given in the 'Revakhanda' of the Skandamahapurana* and fuses
them into one :

90 T¥ra: wagreEr foage qu: |
Temef TR TE I 1|
FERI FHRE Ty Gareor |
3G FAAHT FdTeHaR! Ff ||
TUTEE G TG FH ek |
T Tl e @ el T ||

TEHTETE Al HRTgoaT |isd |
T |1 AT BT TR ||

Chapter IV, verses 14-17

o1 IRYTd AR |
FTFATHTESHH S UuT ST et || Chapter V, verse- 31

Terfean TruvEEd o9 ATaETEE |
RIECIE YI%\‘{J: %@Wﬁ)’f@ﬁ'l’{ll Chapter V, verse - 41

TAT IAEEH ALATCEHGL |
3TA: ggavad Towmg fafeemg =011 Chapter V, verses - 42
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T STETHT G 91 T HETeaTR R |

TEWAT Tal 4al e g T || Chapter V, verses - 45
In the Skandamahapurana, there is yet another description of the

birth of the Narmada, "the Second Birth" ““fgdizaryg:”

qEiehcd JAHE Shie-cal TRHTEAT |

SHIAT 8 *5H ﬁ@ﬂwﬁ%: Il Chapter V, verses - 29

TSR [T HeT SHTAT: TGET |

AR AT AT ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ?ﬁll Chapter V, verses - 30

WeTfEs Hedt e TSfaa |

Toefter: Trvya =ren w5eeregfafitil Chapter V, verses - 31

Here, the river is born out of passion of Siva. Though Mehta does not

give an account of the birth directly, she makes use of "The Invocation of
Narmada" by éankaracharya as part of one the narratives in which the
Narmada is addressed as ‘the twice born’.

You are twice-born
Once from penance,
Once from love. 3

Thus, for Mehta, the Narmada becomes emblematic of not only
penance and liberation of the soul alone but its dialectical opposite desire or
kama. Kama or desire is an elemental force — the source of all creation. As
one of the characters in A River Sutra Mr. Chagla says, “Without desire
there is no life. Everything will stand still. Become emptiness. In fact be
dead”

Mehta reinforces this aspect by dexterously weaving into it the beliefs
of Vano tribals who live on the banks of the river Narmada. They believe it is
the Narmada which has protected them from complete annihilation at the
hands of the Aryan conquerors. The Narmada for them is the manifestation
of the goddess who is “the principle of life. She is every illusion that is inspiring
love. That is why she is greater than all the gods combined. Call her what you
will, but she is what a mother is feeling for a child. A man for a woman. A
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starving man for food. Human beings for God.”” So, Nitin Bose, in one of the
narratives in the novel, an executive from a multinational tea company who
refuses to accept the principle of kama, desire is ‘possessed’. The sutradhara—
narrator wonders “If even the Great Ascetic (éiva) could not withstand the
weapons unleashed from Kama's sugarcane bow strung with honey bees,
how could poor Nitin Bose survive.?’’8 So, Nitin Bose comes to the Narmada,
the manifestation of the goddess for a cure. He goes through the tribal rituals
and begs the goddess to forgive him for denying desire.

The tribals also believe that the Narmada would annul the effects of a
snake bite. So they chant:

Salutations in the morning and at night to thee, O Narmada
Defend me from the serpent's poison.’

Interestingly, this prayer echoes the following verse from the Visnupurana.

e TH: e T |
THISEG FHS g A1 A fowda: |

For the tribals, the serpent’s poison is as much a denial of desire/
kama as it is the poison of a snake.

Yet another folklore of the Vano tribals though not on the Narmada
herself but about the forests around the Narmada finds a place in the interesting
mosaic of the Narmada myth which Gita Mehta weaves in the novel. It mixes
myth, tribal folklore and sociological conditions and centers on the forests on
the northern banks of the Narmada near the temple of Supaneshwar. These
forests according to the text of the novel were the site for the pre Aryan and
Aryan conflict. In this conflict many pre-aryans got killed and Aryans
succeeded as, it is believed, they were blessed with 'immortatily' by their
gods. The pre-aryan tribals were able to severe the head of an Aryan lord
Avatihuma but could not kill him. He lies there even now, the tribals believe,
sleeping with honey bees surrounding his head. The northern banks of the
Narmada are notorious for bandits who throng the forest in search of the
Immortal’s head for they believe that they can’t be killed in a police encounter
if bitten by the honey bees that surround the Immortal’s head. Mehta makes
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this folklore come alive in the novel as she weaves around it the story of
Rahul Singh, a brave soldier turned bandit who frequents the banks of the
Narmada in the hope of being bitten by the bee and escape the police bullet
and his attempts to win the love of his beloved and his final death.

The Narmada myth as described in the Skandamahapurana says
that the holiness of the Narmada rests on its immortality — the fact that it has
not perished even when seven kalpas passed away.

aeReTer &ffor 7 gar oF THa |
THeha Teig T fa8ed i@l Chapter 111, verse - 58

Immortality of the Narmada is what Prof. Shankar, one of the
characters in the novel, an archeologist and an authority on the river reiterates.
But, an archeologist, he does not link the immortality of the river to its holiness,
but to the fact that it “has never change its course. What we are seeing today
is the same river that was seen by the people who lived here a hundred years
ago”, He sees the immortality of the river in the “unbroken record of human
history” and “‘sustained record of human presence in the same place.” He
goes on to illustrate “Thousands of years ago the sage Vyasa dictated the
Mahabharata on this river bank. Then in our own century this region provided
the setting for Kipling's Jungle Book.” 10

What surprises one about the novel is that Prof. Shankar is none other
than Naga Baba who had renounced his job as an archeologist to be a
nagababa and wandered on the banks of the Narmada praying to her. He re-
enters normal life as Prof. Shankar and publishes a book on the Narmada.
The reason for which Mehta makes Naga Baba re-enter normal world remains
ambiguous. But the views of Naga Baba turned Prof. Shankar on the
immortality of the Narmada based on archeological findings not only adds
another facet to the ever renewing, ever changing and ever vibrant myth of
Narmada but also proves the relevance of the age-old myth by expressing
the significance of the myth in contemporary idiom.

So to see Prof. Shankar’s repudiation of holiness of the Narmada as
Gita Mehta’s attempt to be rational and suit the tastes of contemporary mind
as Usha Bande!' seems to think is untenable. Here the comments of Dr. Mitra,
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one of the characters, in the novel deserve to be noted: “Indians have never
settled for a single mythology if they could squeeze another hundred in.””*2
His words are pertinent for, the Indian mythology has always been
accommodative without losing its essential characteristic. They also suit very
well to the novel itself as it squeezes in folktales, popular beliefs, sufi songs
and stories, archeological discoveries and creatively fuses them into the ancient
Narmada myth, making it 'contemporary' and 'active' without losing its

essential traditional approach.

Gita Mehta, by contemporizing the received mythology is actually
rediscovering the mythical culture and tradition of the hoary past which has
been displaced to a marginal position by the Western colonial discourses in
addition to proving the validity of Sanskrit mythical culture and tradition to
modern times.

Notes and References :—

1. Born into a prominent aristocratic family in Orissa, Gita Mehta is a well known
novelist and director of documentary films. Though a diasporic writer, she is in constant
touch with India as she spends every winter in India with her family and writes on
Indian themes. Her works Karmacola, Raj, A River Sutra, Snakes and Ladders
and The Eternal Ganesha — all reflect her interest in and understanding of India and
Indian heritage.

2. Gita Mehta, A River Suitra, Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1993, p. 136

3.1ibid, P. 8-9

4. The Skandamahapuranam, Third Edition, Nag Publishers, New Delhi, 2004

5. A River Sutra, p. 275

6.1bid, p. 142

7.1ibid, p. 142

8.1bid, p. 139

9.1bid, p. 145

10. ibid, p. 264

11. Usha Bande, Gita Mehta: Writing Home / Creating Homeland, Rawat
Publications, Jaipur, 2008, p. 144

12. A River Sutra, p. 152
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Antarayas of Yoga & Avenues to overcome :
Patanjali's perceptions

— Dr. Sarada Samantaray *

Yoga is the most scientific and systematic system of Indian philosphy.
This is one of the most effective branches of ancient Indian science that
ensures the all-round development of human personality through various
methods. The methods prescribed by Maharsi Pataijali for attaining the
somum bonum i.e. the highest goal of human life, are eight-fold. They are —
1) 9 (forbearance or restraint of five motor organs), 2) =99 (regourous
observance or restraint of five sense organs and their by-products, 3) 37EH
(Posture), 4) UTOTATH  (suppression or controal of the breath), 5) UIER
(restraint), 6) &XUTT (attention), 7) €T (contemplation), and 8) THI
(meditation). All these methods practiced together lead a man to his highest

perfection in all his activities, attainments and attitudes.

The word 'Yoga' has been derived from Sanskrit root 'Yuj' to combine
or to unite. Yoga is a method through which the union of individual soul with
absolute soul is possible. This yogic method is such a marvelous method
which if free from the complicated and cumbersome procedures of the rituals

described in other system of Indian philosophy ; even in the vedic literatures.

* Associate Professor, Dept of Sanskrit, Sri Samanta Chandrasekbar College,
Puri, Orissa
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Sometimes it is perceived that other methods are vitiated with some dogmas
and misconceptions for which the concerned system have been criticized
in a subsequent period ; whereas the yoga system is absolutely free from all
these dogmas. There is no slaughter of animals in this system ; no drinking of
soma ; no offering of caru, no worship of deity with precious articles, sweets,
scents or flowers. This is the reason why yoga has become extremely
popular among the people of the world irrespective of their caste, creed,

colour, religions, region, sex or age.

Although a lot of things has been described in various scriptures
including the Upanisads, epics and Puranas regarding the significance of
this ancient branch of Indian science, Maharsi Patanjali codified all the
cannons of Yoga Sastra in his monumental work 'Yoga Siutra’ This Yoga
Sitra is divided in to four 'Padas. Pada—I describes the means for
abstracting the mind from all objects. Pada—II deals with five out of the
eight subservient of concentration viz /) Yama, 2) Nivama, 3) Asana,
4) Pranayama, 5) Pratyahara. Pada—lll elaborates 6) Dharana, 7) Dhyana
and &) Samadhi. This chapter also expounds the knowledge of various things
including body, mind and soul. Pada—IV explains Moksa or Kaivalya when
the liberated soul stays by his own self has laid upon him. In the first Pada
itself, Maharsi Patanjali has mentioned about the 37=Xs or obstacles of
one ascetic or yoga. An idea of these obstacles or impediments is very much
necessary on the part of an aspirant of truth since this noble mission of
realization of Absolute truth is not possible without overcoming these

obstacles or impediments. Hence it is told in the Gita—

"He, who is moderate in food and movements, in his engagements,
in actions and in sleep and wakefulness, attains the yoga which destroys

misery."!
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This famous verse of Srimadbhagavad Gita, which has been
projected as Yoga Sistra in the tradition of this country, has got an obvious
reference to the do's and don'ts of an ascetic seeking for realization of the
knowledge Absolute through the methods of yoga. Hence in the previous
verse of the G7ta it is mentioned that “Yoga is not attained by one who eats
too much or who eats nothing at all ; nor by him who sleeps too much or who

keeps awake too much.”?

In fact, anything and everything, beneficial for human society or for
one’s life, is attained through “Yoga’ only ; since yoga ensures harmonious
growth of body, mind and soul. Hence it is told in the Gita—

“IT: HEY hTEH

Yoga is the key to success. It is an effective technique to attain the
destination, But sometimes a Sadhaka is circumstanced to confront with a
number of obstacles or 37=I{1¥s. These obstacles stand on his way ; as a
result the seeker of the truth becomes unable to attain the goal. All his efforts
go futile provided these obstacles or impediments, that mainly crop up be-
cause of negative mindset and ill-health, are not taken care of properly. Hence,
there is a need of knowing these 3T={1¥s. Maharsi Patanjali , in his Yoga

Sirtra, Book First, rule 30, has enlisted these obstacles as follows—

o o k3 o o [N C
AT HRMIHHTIKTS TN A AN AR IH S -
o o o o o 773
HHBEATTIAEIACET TSI ST |

Sickness, languor, carelessness, laziness, addiction to objects,
erroneous perception, failure to attain any stage and instability, these

distractions of mind are obstacles.

Mind is very powerful element or organ in our living system. Much
has been told in the scriptures regarding the typical nature of the mind.

Because of its vacillating or turbulent nature, it has been compared to a
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monkey jumping from one branch to other even without thinking of any
consequences. This mind is very much unsteady and it is very difficult to
control it. Hence, Arjuna, while requesting Lord Krsna to know the procedure
to curb this tenacious mind, makes an observation as follows. "O Krsna, the
mind is restless, turbulent. strong and obstinate ; I think it is extremely difficult

to control like the wind."*

In reply to the query of Arjuna, Krsna says>— "No doubt, O Arjuna,
the mind is restless and hard to control ; yet by practice and dispassion, O son
of Kunti, it is controlled. The main purpose of érfmadbhagavad Gita is to
impart some effective teachings and show some effective path, adopting which
one can control one's mind. Lord Krsna imparted this teaching to his dedicated
disciple Arjuna, only when he felt that Arjuna's mind was distracted. Hence,
after imparting the entire lesson, whatever He had to impart, Lord Krsna asks
Arjuna®— "O Partha, have you listened to it with undivided attention?" Since
the teaching was successful, Arjuna immediately answered in affirmative and
told—

"Yes, my delusion is destroyed and I have gained my memory through
your grace."” Hence, knowledge of these factors that distract and destablize a
mind as well as the procedure to remove these distractions is very much
important for a student of yoga. In the aforementioned aphorism, Patafijali
has mentioned about nine types of distractions or obstacle ; which are the
factors responsible for not attaining yogic excellence in life. The first of these
obstacles is sickness or health hazard. It is told that sound mind exists only in
a sound body. This body is just like a temple or a house. If it is not
maintained and nourished properly, nobody residing in the body will feel

secure. A sound and steady mind can exist only in a disease-free and good
body and vice-versa. Hence Kalidasa says— “YRROTR W Harem s,

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Antardyas of Yoga & Avenues to overcome : .... 115

The first and foremost instrument for profession of Dharma is one's
body. Hence all care should be taken to maintain a good physic because

good health is a definite preparation for attaining spiritual plane.

The second impediment is languor, which is a state of feeling lazy

and without energy. It is a type of mental inactivity.

The third is doubt. In Sanskrit doubt or T/ means fgehifesh. This is
a sort of motion that learns to both alternatives. For example— Whether
going to a temple is good or bad. If somebody develops this kind of doubt, it
is clear that he is undecided regarding his own course of action. This state of
mind lands a person in a difficult situation. Hence, it is told that— “IITeAT

The fourth obstacle is 'carelessness', which means a habit of
inattention. It is observed that some people sometimes or some people

always remain absenr-minded. This is very much harmful for yogic sadhana.

The fifth obstacle is laziness, which is perceived as heaviness of body

and mind. It causes a great deal of hindrance in the way of yogic exercises.

The sixth one is addiction to objects. It is a type of greediness
consisting in attachment of the mind to objects of sense. Addiction to
sense objects is a dangerous element in the process of yogic way of life. Too
much of attachment towards worldly objects causes distraction of mind, which

leads ultimately to the destruction. Hence, it is told in the Gita'—

"For a person thinking of the sense-objects, there grows an
attachment for them ; form attachment arises desire, from desire results
anger, from anger results delusion, from delusion results confusion of memory,
from confusion of memory results destruction of intelligence and from

destruction of intelligence he perishes."
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The next hindrance or 37={¥ is erroneous perception, which is a
mistaken notion. It is a kind of illusion or maya. A Yogi's mind should be

free form this maya or illusion.

Another obstacle is failure to attain any stage of abstraction, which
means the failing, for some reason or another, to attain to the state of abstract

meditation.

The ninth and final main obstacle is instability. An unstable person

can not succeed in the process of yogic activities.

Apart from these nine principal impediments, Maharsi Patafjali

has also mentioned some more obstacles in his Yoga Sitra. These are—

‘3 R RS AT e aHe e 110

This means, grief, distress, trembling and sighing are accompaniments

of the distractions.

While listing the impediments or 37=1Js of yoga, Maharsi Patanjali
has also suggested the measures to overcome these distractions. In thirty

second Sitra, he says—

“ o C "ll
AAATETIh AT TH: |

One should practice or dwell upon a truth for preventing these
obstacles. In Gita it is also told that—

‘g q g SREI0T T TRl |1

The mind is controlled by practice and dispassion. Here Patanjali
prescribes certain noble and divine qualities to be practiced for purification
and concentration of mind. These include - benevolence, tenderness,
complacency and disregard towards object of happiness, grief, virtue and

vice. Patafijali says —
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“ o o K : i o ”13
TR GUTSAMIETOT @ EYuargua il HeATa e |

In this manner, Patanijali goes on projecting some more methods in

the subsequent rules for combating distraction. These rules are as follows—

“TeSe TR IToTe | 14

“Taredr a1 ugiaecEn feafaferes s

Which means he may combat distractions by forcibly expelling and

by restraining the breath or a sensuous immediate cognition being produced,
may serve as a cause of the steadiness of the mind. In fact, the entire purpose
of the Yoga Sastra is to ensure the concentration of mind through various
yogic methods and means and Maharsi Patanjali has elaborately discussed
this subject in detail in his Yoga Sutra. An analysis of these methods reveal
that some of the noble qualities like a strong will power, an unflinching faith
in the system of ancient Indian knowledge base propounded by the seers and
savants of the country through their divine intutive power, practicing of
divine virtues, positive approach to the various activities and problems of life
and after all taking balanced diet, if observed and followed properly are
sufficient to eardicate these impediments or 3T=X1s. As a result one can
easily follow the path of yoga and attain the somum bonum of life. Or else it
will be very difficult to perform yoga in one's life. Hence it is told in the

Gita—

“ STEIATAT AT ST T § i |

SYITCHAT ' IAaT RIS STHIRE: 11716

For one whose mind is not controlled, I consider yoga is hard to
attain ; but it is attainable by one whose mind is under control and who strives

through the prescribed means.
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Advaitic element in the first Krti of
Muttuswamy Dikshita

—Dr. RN.S. Saileswari *

Carnatic Music has its own place in the realm of world music. It
influenced several types of music in the world history. The evolution of Indian
music has its origin from Vedic period. Samaveda is the origin for sapfaswaras
and the saptaswaras in turn gave rise to many melodious ragas. The music

originated from Samaveda is the basis for many other types of music.

In the modern period three composers known as “The Trinity” of
carnatic music influenced the society with their compositons. They are
Syamasastry (1762), Tyagaraja (1767) and Muttuswamy Dikshita (1775).
Amongst the three, Syamasastry composed Krtis on Bangaru Kamakshi,
Tyagaraja on Lord Rama and Dikshita on all the deities in various pilgrimage
centers which he visited. Of the three Muttuswamy Dikshita composed Krtis
exclusively in Sanskrit. He stayed at Kasi for 6 to 8 years with his Guru
Chidambaranatha Yogi. Chidambaranatha Yogi gave him intense training in
various fields like Yoga, Philosophy and Bhakti. This training shaped him as
a devotee. Immediately after returning from Kasi he composed the first group
of Krtis known as “Guruguha Vibhakti Krtis” on Lord Subrahmanya at

Tiruttani.

* Assistant Professor, Dept of Music & Fine Arts, Sri Padmavathi Mahila
University, Tirupati
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Guruguha Vibhakti Krtis:

Krtis Raga Tala
1 ’ﬂhﬁ]’lﬁw Mayamalavagaula Adi
2 HHAHETH eI Ananda Bhairavi Tisra eka
3.W Padi Roopaka
47T Sama Adi
5TETRRE | T‘Iﬁsg'{ Balahamsa Jhampe

6. SR TRISER Purvi Misraeka

7.’93"1'5‘1%15\% Bhanumati KhandaTriputa
8.%1:\"1'5@ : ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁ: Udaya Ravicandrika Roopaka

While analyizing the Krtis of Dikshita from Advaitic point of view the
eight Krtis of Guruguha vibhakti series are very much relevant. These kritis
reflect the masterly command of Dikshita over Advaitic system of Philosophy.
Some readings from the Krtis are presented here for understanding the views

of Dikshita in this context.

1. Mayamalavagaula - Adi
P. STl STafd STafd sifeRa-reT STermfa T gfg O
|1 ot e 11
AP, AR ATHETI AR SRIFEAAIEUSHRERR IR TE%RT
AT SR e oRe el AAHSEHIEqeR] TeaR! HEe i
1 it e 11
Cha ORISR HeTRHISHAEM! AU aEH Tl T=GsaRae: |
TR AT IEEhAGTAAT ATRHTaHT TeaEyekys : ||
AT TsERET ARl R g3amYRard! HaeRIesayard: |
AT A SR S TIE SN FTEETEFRG-SIehTRT Hevre Heramaser: | |
|1 it e 11
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Victory to Lord Guruguha, who is adored by all Gods beginning with
Visnu Oh ! Mind ! constantly contemplate on the fact that you are the

Cidanandanatha.

He is the originator of different diversified forms of worlds. He
manifests as five elements and named and formed ones. He is the mighty sun
destroying the darkness of ignorance; is the bestower of spiritual knowledge ;
is the Mahe$vara. He is the divine kalpa vrksa for the afflicted ones. Who
bears the sacred river like Mandakini. Who is adept in granting happiness to

the heart of his devotees. May my guru bless me.

He is the substratum for this illusory world. Who is to be invoked
through the mantra beginning with Ka, ending with Ma. Who resides in the
centre of the Malini cakra. Who is to be meditated upon as the swan
representing the ajapa Mantra. Who is an expert in obliterating the result of
Maya, the illusion. He resides in my heart which is like thousand petalled
lotus, Who enjoys the nectar of mellifluous music. He provides shelter and
boons to Madhava and others. Whose brahmasvarupa 1is veiled by maya.
Whose beauty excels that of crores of Cupids. Who shines as the light atop
the tower like heart of the devotees, who vanquished the proud Sura and
others. His place of abode is worshipped by the kings of Mayamalavagauda
desa and the like. Who shines as surrounded by Visnu and other Gods. Who
impounded the real truth of Pranava to his father Mahesa.

Mayamalavagaula is considered as the best of all ragas per the
traditional attestation IFTIOTH IAERE: |. He composed ‘érinﬁthﬁdi’, the very

first Krti at Tiruttani in this raga.

This Krti is a salutation to Dikshita’s Guruparampara. Dikshta’s
Diksa - nama was Citananda Natha. His guru was Cidimbara Natha. His

Paramesthi Guru appears to have had the Diksa - nama «Sri Natha” The

e ;% & R TRt @ ¢ [Ro20]



122 Advaitic element in the first Krti of Muttuswamy ....

emphasis on namavali words in the Carana is very distinct. Such a composition
was very first created by Muttuswami Dikshita.

The musical structure of the Carana passage of this Krti follows the
Anuloma — Pratiloma swara pattern, according to one pathantara. This is
unique.

In the Pallavi of this Krti Dikshita used the epithet %ﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ'{ﬁsgﬁlﬁ
O=d gfe 957 which means he is Cidanandanatha himself. Chit is
consciousness and Ananda is bliss and he is the master and swamy of Cit and
Ananda. If a person possesses an object in abundance he is said to be the
master of that object. Paramatman is the form of Cit and Ananda. So he is
Atman in the form of Cidanandanatha. Upanishad references like ¥cd =
&l and 3TH=T SI@R, proclaim that Atman is Saccidananda. In the Anupallavi

of this Krti two epithets TFTIIH aTa: and THEIIF AR are used.
These two compounds have their support in the following statements - STHERI
Iqa:3 and A o THI ﬁfﬁ&[“ from Brahmastitras and Taittiriyopanisad
respectively. Paramatma is known to be the the real cause of this apparent

world. This world is something with name and form. Another epithet

SRMHEATIIIUSHERT: is used which means Guruguha is the mighty sun who
dispels the darkness of ignorance. Here Jniana is the real sun which dispels
the darkness of ignorance Jfiana inturn is Atman. Atman is Jiana. Scriptual
citations like U3TH &l support this truth.

In the Carana usage of the compound word ARAGTISE gives
the doctrine of Advaita philosophy. In Advaita philosophy this apparent world
is only a manifestation of Maya (Ignorance) Maya is nothing but ignorance.
Avidya, the ignorance of an object which is the cause for this apparent world
is itself the substratum of this world just as in ‘Sukti Rajata’ instance - the
ignorance of shell leads to the superimposition of silver, This silver is ignorance

and superimposition on shell. So shell is the basic reality and substratum for

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Advaitic element in the first Krti of Muttuswamy .... 123

this illusory silver. In the same way the root cause for this illusory world is

Parabrahman.Adi Sankara the expounder of Advaita philosophy, expresses

the same view in his Dakshina Murthy Stotra. forsd TUT=egH=-TT o
ﬁﬁ'lr_cl'lﬁﬁ'l{l The world is like the images found in a mirror. Here Guha is the

substratum of this world in Dikshita’s expression.

The other expression in the Carana is ARTEIBASEREY: that means
the cause of this entire world is Parabrahman. But according to Upanisads
Parabrahman is devoid of attributes i.e the attributes like being a cause for
something is not associated with Parabrahman. Here a question arises how
this Paramatman without attributes is the root cause for this world. The reply
for this is that the paramatman associated with Maya i.e. Iévara is the cause
for this world. The paramatman with maya is known as ARITSElcsdsial maya
sabalita brahma. Parabrahman is the cause of this world when associated with
maya though he is not cause by it. This prime principle of Advaita is seen in
Dikshta’s Krti on Guha.

The other gem like expression is AfqHe &qullg{C‘:\lq: i.e the Jnana in

the hearts of wise men is like a light. As the light destroys the darkness similarly
this light of jiana distroys the ignorance which leads to Moksa, the Ultimate
Truth. So this light is Atman. Many scriptures affirm this truth.

Here Dikshita refers realization of the Guruguha to this light which is
the Atman. The clear opinion of Dikshita as a true Advaitin could be observed
in the above expressions. From these expressions the Advaitin in Dikshita

could be perceived.

Conclusion:

This above gem-like Krti is enough to depict the real Advaitin in
Dikshita. Also, Dikshita composed Krtis in rare, melodious, Hindustani ragas
and sancharas. The literary element in his Krtis point out to his insight and

depth of mind. The musical part of the composition is very melodious and is
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composed in Mayamalavagauda, the very first raga introduced to a Carnatic
music student. The tala is Aditala which has equal intervals of time-measure
and is easy to sing. The literary part of this krti gives the whole essence of

Advaita, which is one of the main branches of Indian Philosophy.

References :—

1. Taittiriyopanisad 2-1-1
2.1bid 3-6

3. Brahmasutrabhasyam 1-1-2
4. Taittiriyopanisad 3-1

Bibliography :—
1. Atmabodha, Sankaracarya, Sriramakrishna Mutt, Chennai, 1947
2. Bhava Raga Tala Modini, Compiled by Dr V.V. Srivatsa, Guruguhanjali, Chennai,
1997
3. Brahmasitras, Swamyvireswarananda (Trans), Advaitaashram, 1993
4. Brahmasiitra Sarikarabhisyam, Mahadevasastry Bakre (Ed), Nirnayasagar
Press, Bombay, 1934
5. Compositions of Muttusvami Diksita, Govinda Rao T.K, Ganamandir Publica-
tions, Chennai, 1997
6. Muttusvami Diksitar, Venkatrama Ayyar T.L., National Book Trust of India,
1979
7. Nadajyoti Sri Muttusvami Diksita, Acharya Ramanujam (Ed), Educational
Publishers, Kurnool, 1989
8. énimuttusVa_mia’ﬂ(;i_tacariz‘amabiki vyam, Dr Raghavan Punarvasu, Chennai,
1980
9. Taittiriyopanisad, Ananda Ashram Press

el : ¢ [R020] TR % & R



Sahrdayata, an aesthetic exposition

— Dr. Buddbeswar Sarangi

The word ‘Sahrdayata’ is a very common word in Alankara$astra. It
is used frequently in the text of Rasa School and Dvani School. Rasa is
established as a soul of a kavya and it is observed well by the deep knowledge
of a reader or spectator who forgets every material thing during Rasasvada
or observation of sentiment. The perfect observer of Rasa is discussed here
as sahrdaya. Only one sahrdaya can feel the soul of Kavya and enjoy the
Rasananda, very near to Brahmananda. So Abhinavagupta, the eminent
commentator of Dhvanyaloka depicts the text of Anandavardhana as
Sahrdayaloka. He quotes the word ‘Sahrdaya’ in the first Mangalacaranam

and last Mangalacaranam. They are —

“apirvam yadvastu prthayati vina karanakalam
Jagadravapraksam nijarabharata sarayati ca/
kramat praksopaksaprasarasubhagam bhasayati tat

sarasvatyastattvam kavisahrdayaksyam vijayate// ” D.L.L.1/1
And also

*“ satkavyatattvanayavartmaciraprasiipta

kalpam manassu paripakvadhiyam yadasti/

* Assistant Professor in Sanskrit Sabitya, Sri Sitarama Vaidik Adarsa Sanskrit
Mabavidyalaya, 7/2A, P.W.D. Road, Kolkata-35
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tadvyakarot sahrdayodayalabhaheto-
ranandavardhana iti prathitabhidhana// > D.L.L 4/18

Dvanikara Anandavardhana also emphasizes in this word ‘Sahrdaya’
in every step of his text. He uses some similar words for sahrdaya. They are
Kavyatattvavid, Sachetas." He also praises the word sahrdaya, placed in the

first karika of Dvanyaloka that —

‘“tena briumah sahrda yamana{rpfi_taye tatsvaripam /”° D.L.1/1

According to the grammarian the definition of Sahrdaya is ‘samanah
hrdayah’ or ‘sah hrdayena’. So we can say a person who thinks same what is
poet’s thought, is called as sahrdaya. In Locana Abhinavagupta defines this

word very scientific way. This is —

“yesam kavyanusilanabhyasavasit visadibhiite manomukure
varnaniyatanmayibhavanayogyatd te svahrdayasamvadabhajah

sahrdayah. Yathoktam —

yo'rtho hrdayasamvadi tasya bhavo rasodbhavaly

Sariram vyapyate tena Suskam kasthamivagning/)” D.L.L.1/1

S.K.Dey says — Having realized the importance of rasa in poetry,
Abhinava however went a step further than the Dhvanikara and
Anandavardhana in boldly setting it up as the only essence or aesthetic
foundation of poetry, a view which has greatly influenced all later speculation
on the subject.” From this discussion of S.K.Dey the importance of Rasa in
kavya is cleared and to establish Rasadhvani as an Atmatattva among the
kavya vibhavas. Abhinavagupta presents various arguments in different way.
To know Rasa or feel the emotion the reader must have the sahrdayata. Only
one sahrdaya is eligible to achieve the goal of Rasatattva. According to the

quote of Kaviraja Vi§vanatha-
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““rase sarascamatkarah sarvatrapyanubhiiyate/
taccamatkarasaratve sarvatrapyadbhuto rasah/
tasmadadbhutameva ha krtinarayano matah/ iti

punyavantah praminvanti yogivadrasasantatiny/” S.D.3

The fact is clear that the pleasure of kavya is called Rasa and the
perfect reader observes the joy of poetry like a Yogi. In Rasagangadhara
Panditardja, In Kavyaprakaéa, Acarya Mammata also place arguments
regarding this theory that only the sahrdaya is the successor to feel the joy of
poetry °.

What is Rasa ? An exploration of this technical term Rasa should be

placed here to know the sahrdayata. The definition of Bharata is -
“vibhanubhavavyabhicarisamyogadrasanispattih.” *

It is known as Rasasutra. Rasa is brought into being thought the
combination of the factors known as Vibhava, Anubhava, and Vyabhi-
caribhava. The explanation of the dictum as furnished by Bharata himself is
as ambiguous and vague as the text of the dictum. It points out that, Rasa is
referred to be the term Rasa, because it is relished both having of by the term
Rasa, because it is relished both having distinctive flavor of their own. Drawing
this parallelism further, Bharata states just as a nice beverage is composed
through admixture of a number or ingratiation of a number of Bhavas. Just as
he heightened by other cooked dishes of vegetable tested by a appreciators
who device pleasure at the time of tasting the food. The anuvamsya karikas

arc—

“yatha bahudravyayutairvyanjanairbahubhiryutam
asvadayanti bhunjanabhaktam bhaktavido janah /
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bhavabhinayasambandhan sthayibhavan statha budhah

asvadayanti manasa tasmannatyarasah smrtah // ”B.N.S. 6/32-33

The appreciators who derive pleasure at the time of tasting the food in
a similar manner a sthayibhava to which additional flavor is a imparted though
combination of Vibhavas Anubhavas and Vyabhicaribhavas is relished by a
spectator intiated into the hieroglyphics of drama. This observation gives a
clear picture that according to Bharat Rasa is relished by a spectator only at
the time of witnessing of theatrical performance a corollary to which is this
that Rasa is no relished by a repied reader as he perused a specious of Poetic
Art.

Dvanikara also admits the argument as —

“Sabdarthasasanajnanamatrenaiva na vedyate

vedyate sa tu kavyarthatattvajnaireva kevalam //”D.L.1/7

Though Bharat established Rasa in connection with Drsyakavya or
Drama only the Alankarikas affiliated to the Dvani school and Rasa School
give it a much more wide scope and explain Rasa not only in relation to

drama, but in relation to poetry in general.

Thus Abhinavagupta relying on the observation of his venerable
remarks Rasa is experienced by a refined reader even when a drama is readout
to him, but as it is relished in the same way ; in which it is enjoyed at the time

of witnessing a theatrical performance.

Rasa is experience by all in specimen of poetic art this is relished only
by persons endowed with poetic sensibility. In this connection we may discuss
the definition of Panditaraja that — “ratyadyavacchinnabhagnavaranacideva
rasah.” (R.G.1/116)
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Acarya Mammata says — “vyaktassa tairvibhavadyaih sthayibhavah
rasah smrtah.” (K.P.4/28)

Power by of a spectator, concentrated in poetic creation, a graphical

study can be done as follows —

KAVYA

I I I
VIBHAVA + ANUBHAVA + VYABHICARIBHAVA

STAYIBHAVA
RAJASTAMA-ABHARANAM SAHRDAYA
RASASVADA

The Vibhavas, Anubhavas and 36 Vyabhicaribhavas are Vyanjaka
or causes for Rasabhivyakti. The emotions, nine sthayibhavas are awakening
in the mind of a Spectator/reader. When the spectator /reader concentrates the
mind in these emotions, forgetting his material world, observe the pleasure of

Rasa. That is called Rasasvada and Spectator or reader is known as Sahrdaya.

Through Vyanjana a spectator can destroy the Ajnanabharana and

‘Cit’ is free from material boundary and lighted the Sthayibhavas with Vibhava
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Anubhava and Vyavicaribhava. According to the argument of Panditaraja —
“yathahi saravadini pihito dipastannivrttau sannihitin padarthan
prakasayati svayam ca prakasate evamatmacaitanyam vibhavadi-
samvalitan ratyadin./” R/S 1
We find nine types Rasas in Kavya$astras. They are $rngara, hasya,

karuna, raudra, vira, bhayanaka, vibhatsa, adbhuta and $anta. All nine Rasas

are indwelled in our mind as stayibhavas. The nine stayaibhavas are rati,
hasa, $oka, krodha, utsaha, bhaya, juguptsa, vismaya and sama. The nine
stayibhavas/emotions give us separate feelings in day to day life but they all

are the part of pleasure in poetic creation.’

The theory of Rasa can be cleared here if we judge two classes where
two skeletons are shown before us. Prof. Samiran Chakrabartti, on “Insects
and death Investigation” showed a picture of a Skeleton and presented brief
lecture which occurs in this worlds, but we never forget the ‘Kankala’ of Guru
Rabindra nath which was presented by Dr. Debasis Ray Choudhuri, on ‘“Patha
O Upastapana”

Though both are skeletons still one is shown the material reaction and
flustered us for which our mind did not allow that class for a long.On the other
hand Rabindranatha’s Kankala created a great pleasure in our mind and our
mind allowed the class to continue for a long.® In both classes we feel the
fearness or bhaya. When bhaya is occurred in our mind the topic “insects and
deathinvestigation” we are unhappy and trying to free our mind from such
heart stricken concept. But when we are going thorugh the kankal of
Rabindranath or the play showed by Dr.Ray Choudhury and his wife, we feel
the fear ness of a hero and the sadness of the heroine and enjoyed the play
with a high interest and concentrated our mind in the deep concept of the

story enjoying the pleasure of bhayanaka and karuna sentiments. The fearness
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and sad of the actor and actress are material and cause of sad and fearness for

them but they are in material for a sahrdaya of Spectator.So he enjoyed the

both sentiments. At that time the cit of a spectator set free from the hedge of

rajas and tamas. He feel the sweet melody of the philosophical thought

“cidanandartipo $ivo'ham $ivo'ham”’ This is called Rasasvada and

development of our Sahrdayata.

The Message of this paper is one good teacher should be a good

sahrdaya in his teaching profession to observe the student psychology and

caste his teaching method for a healthy student society.

Notes :(—

1.

dinmatram tucyate yena vyutpannanam sacetasam, D.L.2/13,

tadvastu sac€tasam so'rtho vacyarthavimukhatmanam, D.L.1/12,
kavyatattvavidbhih kavyasyatma dhvaniriti safijiitah, D.L.1/1

vrttih vidyate sa tu kavyarthatattvajnaireva kevalam, D.L.1/7

History of Sanskrit Poetics, p.176

vibhavadicarvanamahimna sahrdayasya nijasahrdayatavadonmisitena tattat
sthayyupahitasvartipanandakarasamadhaviva yoginah cittavrttirupajayate
tanmayibhavanamiti yavat, R.G.1/113 ;
tatkalavigalitaparimitapramatrbhavava$onmisitavedyantarasampar-
kasunyaparimitabhavena Pramatrsakalasahrdayasamvadabhaja...., K.P.4
Rasasttram of Natyasastram, ch.6, the reputed commentators of this sttras are,
Bhatalolata, Srisampuka, Bhatanayaka and Abhinavagupta

rasatameti ratyadih, S.D.3/1

karunadau rasairapi jayate yat param sukham, S.D.3/4

brahmasvadasahodarah, S.D.3/2
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