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Acharya Kautilya on Corruption

Prof. P. Sasirekha
(Retd. Sanskrit Professor, Osmania University, Hyderabad)

foure TR TeHifafaymEn |
Tt feRfaRam ae g |

The very mention of the name "Acharya Kautilya" creates vibra-
tions in Indian history. The philosophy of Indian scholars is not to
bother about the time, place, race they belong to. They never had
identity crisis because of which they have not left any clues about
their history. Their main and sole aim was social welfare. One should
keep in the mind that such lack of details of their personal life infact

make them “@EsHM”, belonging to all.

According to Indian Epigraphical researches, Chandragupta was
made king in 321 B.C., and Ashokavardhana ascended throne in 296
B.C. Therefore, it may be during this period that Acharya Kautilya
had composed his magnum opus 'Arthasastra’.

The important system to be followed by each ruler is to keep a
watch over the employees. Kautilya discusses in detail the way royal
income is misappropriated. A few examples are given here to under-
stand the Hﬁﬂ@qﬁl‘m of our author Kautilya. He describes the way
royal income is misappropriated by the employees and also explains
how to recover that misappropriated property from the employees.
“All the undertakings are rooted in the treasury (Kosa), hence, one
should look into the financial affairs” - says Kautilya. “El'ﬁ'Q'I"Fl'f‘

[ATT: | TET Id shivmaae 1”(K.A. 2-8-1,2). He gives the list of
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the ways of embezzlement. They are - entering the first received (rev-

enue) as received afterwards, showing the revenue received late as
received earlier, to be carried out as not carried out, already carried
out as not carried out and vice-versa so on.

O 00 1 O\ Ut & W N =
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I1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21

Shamasastry's translation for the offences is as follows -

What is realized earlier is entered later on.

What is realized later is entered earlier.

What ought to be realized is not realized.

What is hard to realize is shown as realized.

What is collected is shown as not collected.

What has not been collected is shown as collected.

What is collected in part is entered as collected in full.
What is collected in full is entered as collected in part.
What is collected is of one sort, while what is entered is of
another sort.

. What is realized from one source is shown as realized from

another.

Payble is not paid.

Not payable is paid.

Not paid in time.

Paid untimely.

Small gifts made large gifts.

Large gifts made small gifts.

Gifted is of one sort, entered as of another.

The real done is one while the person entered (in the register) as
done is another.

What has been taken into (treasury) is removed.
What has not been credited is shown as credited.

. Raw materials (forest produce) that are not paid are entered.

YT TR (R0 R <) - R



Hefat 3

22. Those (the above) paid are not entered.

23. An aggregate is scattered in pieces.

24. Scattered items are converted into an aggregate.

25. Commodities of greater value are bartered for those of small value.
26. What is smaller value is bartered for that of greater value.
27. Price of commodities enhanced.

28. Price of commodities lowered.

29. The year not in harmony with its months.

30. The months not in harmony with its days.

31. Inconsistency in the transactions.

32. Misrepresentation of the source of income.

33. Discrepancy regarding worksmen.

34. Discrepancy in representing the work turned out.

35. Inconsistency in dealing with fixed items.

36. Discrepancy in the quality of commodity.

37. Misrepresentation of prices of commodity.

38. Making use of false weights.

39. Making use of false measures.

40. Making use of false cubic measures (Bhajana). - (K.A. 2.8)

This description lays guide lines to check the concerned officers
in various departments. The information is so relevant that these means
of grabbing the revenue are found used in present day system also.

As stated by the author, the Arthasastra is composed not exclu-
sively for Chandragupta Maurya but for the rulers in general. He has
gone through all the sciences (related to the Administration) not only
theoritically but also practically and then composed this treatise for
the sake of Kings.

TEAVTEATUITHI TEAHUAST T |
Fifee e yraee fafa: & 1 (KA. 2-10-63)

YT TR (Re <) - R
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Acharya Kautilya compares the employees dealing with money
matters to fish in the water. He says that just as it is not possible to know
the fish swallowing the water being under water, so is the position of the
employees which is difficult to know how they eat the royal income.

T ;. TAT :AfeTel =Tl Fig 7 Ier: Aol faera: |
ITRIEAT TG FIEHT F1g T JTERT EFHIEEAT: 11 (KA. 2-9-33)

He also explains how it is impossible not to swallow the revenue
even a little like a drop of honey or poision on the tip of the tongue
which enters into mouth without any effort and cannot be stopped.
Thus Acharya Kautilya is aware of the human weakness and has a
soft corner for them. Hence, if the offence is minor the punishment is
also mild. His statement regarding the Justice is “TUMIY gUS:” - The
punishment should be in accordance with the offences.

Kautilya's Arthasastra is a great treatise which shows a flowery
path to human beings. It is indeed a sastra (¥M& gfd ¥MSH) which
instructs the people.

The Kautilyan policy should be proclaimed by every ruler, as
follows -

TgE @ UF: UH 9 f&d fgam)
At fgd UF: wem g e fgew (KA. 1-19-33)

The happiness of the king lies in the happiness of the people, their
welfare is his welfare and whatever is pleasing to the people it is good
for him, not the things good that which pleases him.

Bibliography

1. Kautilya's Arthasastra, 9th Edn., R.Shamashastry, Padam Printers, Mysore.
2. The Kautilya Arthasastra - Part I & II, R.P. Kangle, Motilal Banarasidas,
Reprint, Delhi, 1986.
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The Kamadogdhree Commentary on
Suryasiddhanta of Sri Tammayajvan

Prof. A. Sripada Bhat
(Professor of Jyotisha, Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati)

We shall keep in mind that the literature now available in printed-
form was written in the manuscripts earlier. These manuscripts have
been preserved in different repositories of the country. The thou-
sands of texts which have been preserved to us are not original copies
of the texts but merely copies of copies to an undetermined degree.
We are thus indebted to the ancient scribes for the great heritage
preserved for us in the surviving or extant manuscripts.

Though part of manuscripts preserved in different repositories
have been edited and published, a large number of manuscripts are
still unedited waiting for the light of the day. These valuable manu-
scripts demand the concerted efforts of generation of scholars. If they
are not edited they would remain unnoticed. It is unfortunate that we
have irretrievably lost many numbers of manuscripts owing to differ-
ent reasons. We have often references to the texts of known authors in
existing manuscripts which are not discovered so far. It is needless to
say that a large number of manuscripts pertaining to astronomy and
mathematics have been lying in the libraries of the country.

In this article I shall discuss about an Ancient Astronomical text
which is not yet published.
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It is well known fact that the Suryasiddhanta is a basic primary
text of Ancient Indian Astronomy. Popularity of this text can be known
by the number of commentaries it has. Though more than 50 Sanskrit
commentaries were written by different scholars, only a few are avail-
able now. The Kamadogdhree commentary of Tammayajwa is one
among them. The uniqueness of this commentary is, this is a
Sodaharanateeka (a commentary with examples). Since the
Suryasiddhanta is a Siddhanta text where the astronomical computa-
tions are based on Kalpa and Yugas involving large numbers hence
nobody ventures to give examples which are laborious and cumber-
some. Of course there are commentaries on Karana texts with
examples. These Karana texts are designed to lighten the work of
calculations and produce quick and more accurate results. A contem-
porary date of the sunrise where a conjunction of the sun and the
moon is chosen as the epoch and the longitude of the other planets
were determined for this moment and computations were made with
this epoch as the basis in these Karana texts.

Tammayajwa was the son of Venkatamba and Mallayajwa. He
wrote Kamadogdhree commentary in the Saka year 421(1599 A.D) in
the town of Srighanagiri. This town was located somewhere near
Karnataka Andhra border.

As he himself mentions in his commentary *‘{A¥IRE™T: YR
SIRISHIIR AgTAT: WA THESAAA(213) =i o
St At e At ferdiseq)”” In this com-
mentary in Triprasnadhikara, he gives Palabha (Equinoctial shadow) of
his place as 3-20 Angulas. So the latitude of the place is 15°.31'.54",

Sri Tammayajwa clarifies the reason for writing this commentary.
His father was in the court of Sri Venkatapatiraya. There was a chal-

YT TR (R0 R <) - R



Hefat 7

lenge in the court that the scholar who can write a commentary to
Suryasiddhanta with examples will be called great. Tammayajwa took
the challenge as desired by his father and wrote this commentary
named Kamadogdhree. The name of the commentary itself illustrates
the profoundness of the commentary. According to epics, the heav-
enly cow which yields all desires is Kamadogdhree or Kamadhenu.
The in-depth knowledge of the commentator can be gauged by his
references pertaining to Vyakarana, Mimamsa, Nyaya and such other
branches of Sanskrit literature. It is needless to say that his math-
ematical and astronomical excellence brightly reflects in the
Kamadogdhri commentary.

Sri Tammayajwa begins his commentary with this Mangalacharana -
e ford Y st -

o

HTHIE HEUThIGRICTl oAU |
): ‘ ; . .
IR ~aST SR oSt | |!
While commenting on the Suryasiddhanta, Tammayajwa states-

“TGTHHIHATITG, AgThiagI=IeTe wis, AgThIguTIoTd e,

By these statements we can assume that Sri Tammayajwa might
have written these texts apart from this commentary.

For all observational purposes determination of the Lagna or the
ascendant is very important aspect in Ancient Indian Astronomy. The
point of intersection of the ecliptic with the eastern horizon at a given
point of time in a place is called Lagna. The importance of Lagna is

YT TR (Re <) - R
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more in fixing Muhurtas and in astrology. To compute Lagna the rising
time of the Rasis (Zodiac Signs) at a given place is very important
factor. Because of the obliquity of the ecliptic the 12 Rasis (Zodiac
Signs) never rise with equal time even at the equator though each
consists 30 degrees. At the places other than equator they become
more oblique hence rising time of Rasis (Zodiac Signs) differs.

Tammayajwa in his commentary has illustrated this subject at
length with his own examples. He gave the methods of finding the
rising times of the Rasis (Zodiac Signs) at the equator and at his own
place with examples. Apart from this to get more accurate result he
shows the computation method of finding the rising time of smaller
areas like Hora (15°) and Drekkana(10°). These interesting and novel
methods will be broadly discussed in the paper.

The ecliptic is measured along the Zodiac which is divided into
twelve equal parts known as Rashis or signs. Signifying the shape of
the constellations they are named as Mesha, Vrishbha etc..,. But these
names are given when the star Ashwini was at the intersection point of
the Ecliptic and the celestial equator. It is well known fact that at
present the star Ashvini is not at the point of vernal equinox.

The vernal equinox is the beginning point of Mesha and its ending
point is at a distance of 30° which is beginning point of Vrishabha and
so on the other rasis. The signs appear as rising consecutively above
the horizon and make a complete circle in about 24 hours. But be-
cause of the obliquity of the ecliptic, each sign does not rise equally
by two hours. The sign which is oblique at the time of rising take
shorter time and the rasis that are up right at the time of rising take
more time to rise. Again the rising times of the rasis differ from place
to place due to the latitudes.

YT TR (R0 R <) - R
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As it is already mentioned, to compute the lagna at given place at
desired time rising times of the rasis are to be ascertained first. In this
Kamadogdhree commentary of Suryasiddhanta, the commentator
illustrates the method to find out the rising time of the signs at the
equatorial horizon and at his own place.

PITEenuITelun: SRR ST |
ISy IR Aueeigiedrad: |1 (S.S. 42-43)

The commentator explains the formula of Surya Siddhanta as

below.
I 30° s x frfergsan sine of 30° x Day radius of 90°
TR - Day radius of 30°
1. 60° S x Frafergsan sine of 60° x Day radius of 90°

@Tﬁl’gﬂ[ Day radius of 60°

I11. 90° =21 (f3=3) x ﬁTfﬁ"ﬁgW sine of 90° x Day radius of 90°

ENINBERI Day radius of 90°

I. 1719 x 3139 - 48

= 1603 - 40 arc 1699 - 36

3365 - 36
I1. 2798 x 3139 - 48
= 2907 - 1 arc 3465 - 47
3216 - 28
II1. 3438 x 3139 - 48
= 3438 arc = 5400
3139 — 48

YT TR (Re <) - R



abcdk = Ecliptic

agfek = Celestial Equator
p = Pole

ab = 30° Mesha

bc = Vrushabha

cd = Mithuna

pb = 30° Dyujya

pc = 60° dyujya
pd = 90° dyujya

ag = The rising time of mesha

gf = The rising time of Vrushabha
fe = The rising time of Mithuna
bg = 30° declination
cf = 60° declination
de = 90° declination
The arc of I is the rising time of Mesha.
The arc of II is the rising time of Mesha and Vrishabha.

The arc of Il is the rising time of Mesha, Vrishabha and Mithuna.

I = Rising time of Mesha = 1670
IT-1 =rising time of Vrishabha (3465- 47) — (1670) =1795
III — IT = rising time of Mithuna (5400 — 3465 -47) = 1935

YT TR (R0 R <) - R
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The rising times of next three signs Karka, Simha and Kanya can

be found by reversing the order of the above signs as declinations at

the beginning points of these signs are same as the declinations of the

ending points of the first three signs in the reverse order. The rising

timing of next six signs Tula to Meena are the same as that of First six

signs.

g yeAgRaE: |

Y N
YRGS Ya<I¥edyd: | |

T Al & W hehd R |
SCRAT] SRad WaIBIEeed: || (S.S 03.44,45)

Next the commentator Sri Tammayajwa computes the rising times

of the twelve signs at his place. First he computes the chara segments
(Ascensional difference)of the signs. The 9Tl (Equinoctial Shadow)

of his place is 3 — 20 angulas.

Ff=rean fagesre fafasan geenganl
frsar TomeRETwuT fafasar sRetEE: 1|

According to the method mentioned above —

I 698 -30x3-20

12

II 1210-5x 3-20
12

I 1397 x 3-20
12

PYAA : THEIH (R02¢)

3438

=198
3365-36
3438

= 360
3216
3438

=426
3319-48

- R
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These chara segments are to be subtracted from the rising times

of the respective signs at the equatorial horizon. The remainders are

the rising times of three signs at the place of the commentator.

1670 — 198 = 1472

Mesha

Vrishabha 1795 — 162 = 1633
1935 - 66

Mithuna

= 1869

The rising times of next three signs Karka, Simha and Kanya are

obtained by adding these chara segments in reverse order to the rising

times of these three signs in the reverse order.

Karka

1935 + 66 = 2001

Simha 1795 + 162 = 1957

Kanya

1670 + 198 = 1868

The rising times of six signs beginning from Mesha to Kanya are

to be reversed to get the rising times of six signs Tula to Meena. Thus

the commentator has prepared the table showing the rising times of

the twelve signs at his own place.

Name of the
Rasis
(Zodiac Signs)

Mesha
(Aries)

Vrishabha
(Taurus)

Mithuna
(Gemini)

Karka
(Cancer)

Simha
(Leo)

Kanya
(Virgo)

Rising time at
the equator

1670

1795

1935

1935

1795

1670

Rising time
at the place

of the
commentator

1472

1633

1869

2001

1957

1868

PYAH : TPTRM (R0 2¢)

- R



of the
commentator

At 13
Name of the | Tula |Vrischika| DhanuMakara Kumbha| Meena
Rasis (Libra) |(Scorpio) | (Sagi- |(Capri- | (Aqua- | (Pisces)
(Zodiac Signs) ttarius) corn) | rius)
Rising time at
the equator 1670 | 1795 1935 | 1935 | 1795 | 1670
Rising time
at the place | 1868 | 1957 | 2001 | 1869 | 1633 | 1472

The finding of rising times of big arcs of ecliptic like Rasis of 30°
is approximate, the commentator shows the method of finding the
rising times of smaller areas like Horas (15°) and Drekkanas (10°)
with own example and prepared a table in his commentary. This can-
not be found in other commentaries of SuryaSiddhanta. With the help
of this table one can find more accurate point of Lagna.

15° 1 x 90° Fouul

15° gear

30° 4T x 90° G

30° gl

45° M x 90° Tl

45° g1

60° T x 90° G

60° AT

PYAA : THEIH (R02¢)

3418

3366

3292

3217

790 x 3140
1719 x 3140
2431 x 3140

2978 x 3140

- R
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75° ST x 90° Gl 3321 x 3140
75° gl 3217

90° 91 x 90° gsAl 3438 x 3140
90° a1 3140

The Arcs of above signs are as below.

I 15° =825-37 = = 826
IL 30° =1669 —30 =1669.30 — 825.37 =844
III.45° =2545-50 =12545.58 — 1669.30 =877
IV.60° =3465 - 13 =3465.13 — 2545.58 =929
V. 75° =4422 — 10 =4422.10 — 3465.13 =956
VI.90° = 5400 - 00 = 5400.00 —4422.10 = 978.

These figures are the rising timings of the arcs of every 15° from
Mesha to the end of Mithuna. These are in verse in order 978, 956,
929, 877, 844 and 826 are the rising times of the Arcs of every 15°
from Karka to Kanya. It is needless to say the rising times of the arcs
of every 15° from Tula to Meena are the rising times of the arcs of
every 15° from Mesha to Kanya. This is already shown in the table of
Hora (15°) These rising times of every Hora of Rasis is only at the
equatorial Horizon. To obtain the rising times of Horas (every 15°) at
the commentators place chara segments of each 15° are to be com-
puted. They are to be subtracted from the risings times of the arcs of
each 15° beginning from Mesha and to be added to the rising times of
the arcs of every 15° beginning from Karka respectively. The rising
times of the arcs of every 15° beginning from Tula to Meena are as of
Kanya to Mesha in reverse order. This has been already shown by the
commentator in the table.

YT TR (R0 R <) - R



qgl@:il 15

Table showing the rising times of Hora (15 Degrees)
Name of the Mesha Vrishabha Mithuna
Rasis (Aries) (Taurus) (Gemini)
(Zodiac Signs), 1 2 3 4 5 6
Rising time at
the equator 726 844 877 929 956 | 978
Rising time
at the place | 735 756 798 853 913 | 963
of the
commentator
Name of the Karka Simha Kanya
Rasis (Cancer) (Leo) (Virgo)
(Zodiac Signs), 7 8 9 10 11 12
Rising time at
the equator 978 956 919 877 844 | 826
Rising time
at the place | 994 1000 984 956 932 | 917
of the
commentator
Name of the Tula Vrischika Dhanu
Rasis (Libra) (Scorpio) (Sagittarius)
(Zodiac Signs), 13 14 15 16 17 18
Rising time at
the equator 826 844 877 919 956 | 978
Rising time
at the place 917 932 956 984 | 1000 | 994
of the
commentator
YA THEIH (R0 2¢) AR AR
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Name of the Makara Kumbha Meena
Rasis (Capricorn) (Aquarius) (Pisces)
(Zodiac Signs), 19 20 21 22 23 24
Rising time at

the equator 978 956 929 877 844 | 726
Rising time

at the place 963 913 853 798 756 | 735
of the

commentator

The commentator Sri Tammayajva similarly computed the rising

times of the arcs of every 10° from Mesha to Meena for equatorial

horizon and for his own place and prepared table in his commentary.

Table showing the rising times of Drekkana (10 Degrees)

Name of the Mesha Vrishabha Mithuna
Rasis (Aries) (Taurus) (Gemini)
(Zodiac Signs) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Rising time at

the equator | 549 | 554 | 567 | 576 | 599 |620 | 625|647 | 663
Rising time

at the place | 488 | 494 | 509 | 522 | 550 (578 |592 626 | 657
of the

commentator
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Name of the Karka Simha Kanya
Rasis (Cancer) (Leo) (Virgo)
(Zodiac Signs), 10 | 11 12 |13 | 14 |15 |16 | 17 | 18
Rising time at

the equator | 663 | 647 | 625 | 620 | 599 |576 | 567 |554 | 549
Rising time

at the place | 670 | 667 | 656 | 662 | 664 |631 |624 614 | 610
of the

commentator

Name of the Tula Vrischika Dhanu
Rasis (Libra) (Scorpio) (Sagittarius)
(Zodiac Signs)| 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 |24 | 25|26 | 27
Rising time at

the equator | 549 | 554 | 567 | 576 | 599 |620 | 625|647 | 663
Rising time

at the place | 610 | 614 | 624 | 631 | 664 |662 | 656 |667 | 670
of the

commentator

Name of the Makara Kumbha Meena
Rasis (Capricorn) (Aquarius) (Pisces)
(Zodiac Signs)| 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 | 32 |33 | 34 | 35 | 36
Rising time at

the equator | 663 | 647 | 625 | 620 | 599 |576 | 567|554 | 549
Rising time

at the place | 657 | 626 | 592 | 598 | 550522 | 509|494 | 488
of the

commentator
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Sri Tammayajwa at number of places gives examples and clari-
fies the doubts of the reader and makes the subject clear. His pro-
found knowledge in other disciplines of Sanskrit literature also gets
reflected in his Commentary. I have no second thoughts to conclude
that this Commentary named Kamadogdhree of Sri Tammayajwa is
true to its name.
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Atharvavedic Referencesto Gems

Dr. G Sudev Krishna Sharman
(Swasthikam, Thali, Chalapuram, Calicut, Kerala)

Gemmology is a branch of science that refers to the scientific study
of gems. Ratnapariksa is considered one among the sixty four arts in
Kamasutra of Vatsyayana which is believed to be written around 2nd C.
BC. This points to the fact that there surely existed a systematised
knowledge of gemsand its studiesprior toiit.

If we go through Vedic literature, it is only Atharvaveda that has
something to say about gems or manis, But here mani referred to are
not classified under plant origin or that of mineral origin. On the contrary
all of them are quite stones. They are used for different purposes like-
destroying enemies, demons, diseases etc. The stktas given here praise
these stones, through which their qualities, capabilities, mythological
and superstitious beliefs are all described.

Some of these manis are:

1) Saﬁkhamargi 6) Darbhamani
2) Pratisaramani 7) Dhsranamani
3) Audumbaramani 8) Datavsramani
4) Astrtamani 9) Phalamani

5) Jangidamani

This paper aims to study different types of manis referred to in
Atharvavedaand compare thisclassification with the Navaratnasystem
(nine precious and semi-precious stones) of later periods.
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M odern world conceives Gemmology asthe scientific study of all
sorts of gems. Ratnapariksa or Maniragakarajfiana can be considered
as the equivalent branches of knowledge which were developed in the
Indian heritage. Rapyaratnapariksa and Maniraga-karajfiana were
considered separately among the traditional sixty four artst in India.
Vatsyayana, the author of Kamasutra has no doubt on this point.
Arthasastra also considers ripyaratnapariksa as a separate branch of
knowledge. Brhatsamhita sets apart four adhyaya-s to deal with this
vast subject. Some Ayurvedic texts, such as Rasaratnasamuccaya,
Rasaratnakara and others deal with the therapeutic powers of
gemstones. Apart from these, we are fortunate to have some original
works like Ratnadipa and Ratnasastra etc. These works are much
significant in making what Indian gemmol ogy has now become.

It will be interesting to search the antiquity of this developing or
developed branch of sciencein India. If we go through Vedic literature,
Atharvaveda has much more to say about gems or mani-s and their
therapeutic powers also. But here mani-s referred to are not classified
under either of plant origin (vanaspati) or that of mineral origin, onthe
contratry all of them are previous stones.

Differencebetween Mani-s& Ratna-s

Most of the Sanskrit lexicons say that ratna and mani are synonyms.
Still we can see some contextual differences in their usage. Perhaps
this contextual difference itself was the reason for Indians to have
separate disciplines in sixty-four arts viz. ROpyaratnapartksa and
Maniragakarajfidna. Bhavaprakasa mentions the definition of Ratna
as_

“People who want money are fond of gems, therefore it is called
‘Ratna’ by grammarians”. So from this it can be inferred that if the stone
has some commercial valueit isratna, otherwiseit ismani,
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But Arthasastra says that ratna-s are of two types - mani-s and
mauktika-s. Mani-s are harder while mauktika-s are less hard.

But the criterion followed in Vedic lorein distinguishing mani
and ratna is somewhat different.\When gems are used for ornamental
purposesthey areratna-sand when they are used for talismanic purposes
they aremani-s, Hencetheterm manibandhanain Atharvavedabecomes
significant?.

‘Mani’- Its’ Meanings & Translatins

Theword mani isinterpreted in many sensesby scholars. Devi Chand,
thefollower of Dayananda Saraswati ascribesthe meaning of theword
mani as “‘Vedic law’. Pt. Jaidev Vidyalankar is of the opinion that the
meaning of the word mani denotes ‘commander-in-chief of the army’.
Herethefindingsof Dr. K D Dvivedi seemsto be more appropriate, as
he saysthat manaka of atree meansthe smallest portion of the branch
of that tree. And mani isthe same as manaka which isround in shape.
From this statement, it can beinferred that it is possible to makemani-s
from all kinds of trees. Thusthe herbal powersof atree can be utilised
by using them asamulets or astalisman apart from other purposes. From
these explanationsit could be stated that Atharvavedic mani-s are those
small round parts of wooden pieces or in some cases animal shells
which can be holed and can be worn just as rudraksa or tulasi-seed. And
at the time of Vedas, particularly Atharvaveda, their usage seemsto be
much more prominent. This will be more clear if we go through the
hymes of these mani-s which are the following:

They are:

1) Jangidamani 6) Sankhamani

2) Pratisaramani 7) Audumbaramani
3) Varanamani 8) Satavaramani

YT TR (R0R <) (s R
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4) Astrtamani 9) Manibandhana (Phalamani)
5) Darbhamani
1) Jangidamani (Atharva 19/5/1,2)

Jangidamani is referred to in jangidamanisikta in Atharvaveda.
There is another name for Jangida called Angiras. From what it is made
up of, is unclear in these verses. Sayana considers it as peculiar type of
tree. He ascertains that this treeisfamousin northern India, particularly
inVaranas. Dr. K D Dvivedi comparesthismani with apeculiar type of
herb called vaca referred to in Bhavaprakasa. It is also called as
ugragandhi in Bhavaprakasa3.

The Kalpatexts state that thismani isused for longevity, fortune,
and for peace. It is also used for vayavya $anti or troubles by the dosa-s
of vata*. Viskandhaand samskandha, thetwo typesof disordersexplained
inthese verses® which are translated by K D Dvivedi and many others as
rheumatism. Sayana also remarks this as a herb. It has many other
curative powersfor many diseases.

Here it also should be noticed that in these stiktas jangida is called
as vanaspati®. Devi chand comparesthistreewith arjunatree.

2) Pratisaramani (Atharva 8/2/6)

Kausika has categorised this sikta among krtyapratyaharanagana
which are used for destroying ‘krtya’ —a vedic demoness. For setting
her aside, Tilakamani should be put first in milk and then in honey and
these stktas should be recited.

“The brave will tie it up for getting virya. One can protect even his
lord with this.

It will give us brave sons, destroy enemies. Indra won Vrtrasura,
won the earth and heaven, won other demons, won four directions all
with the help of this mani,
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It divertsthewaysof all troublesfrom us. At thesight of thismanti,
enemy will go off. And for thisreason there will be no enemy and hence
nowar.” (Atharva 8/2/6)

Kausika sltra saysthat Pratisarameanstilakavrksaor seasamum.
Tilakvrksais aso caled Malamkaratree’” in Malayalam. This amulet
has to be immersed in honey and in milk for a period of three days
reciting these sukta-s. This mani has the potency to expel all diseases
which can be etymologically correlated as :

T : AFTEOTTETY : [T : e Wi : |

Kasyapa was the first to activate this mani. Indra has become
victorious over vrtra due to this mani. Therefore from both sides, i.e
from the side of activator and from the side of user it has nothing to

harm its effectiveness, says Sayana. By wearing this, many troubles
caused by exorcism can be expelled away.

3) Varanamani (Atharva 10/2/1)

Nirmatala in Malayalam is similar with the Varana tree. The amulet
or manaka of this tree may be used for making varanamani. This also is
prepared just as the previous one by putting it in milk and honey for
three days reciting these sikta-s, says Kausika Satra. Thisis used for
getting rid of fear which is referred to in Naksatrakalpa®. Many
problems can be solved; enemies can be destroyed; sleeplessness,
nocturnal emissions can aso be remedied by using thisamulet.

In the parvakhanda of Bhavaprakasa, varanaisdescribed asaherb®.
Khem Karan Das Trivedi and Devi Chand interpret thismani asVedic
knowledge. Jayadeva Vidyalankar says that it is army-chief. Griffith
considered it asan amulet itself.
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4) Astrtamani (Atharva 19/6/1)

It is made out of milk, honey, and ghee. The verbal root Vstr is
used in two senses -

1) to cover with (acchadanartha)
2) to destruct (himsartha)

Therfore, according to Sayana, one which can never be subjected
to these two actions is the real sense of meaning with which this termis
employed here. Trivrt mani and astrta mani both are the same, says
Sayana. This stone has many peculiarities as noted down as in other
stones.

Herealso Khem Karan Das Trivedi and Devi Chand, both of them
go for totally different meanings of the term. Asthe former givesthe
meaning of astrta mani as ‘unbreakable law’, the latter gives it as
‘invincible commander’.

5) Darbhamani (Atharva 19/4/2,3,6,7)

Darbhmani can be made by immersing darbha grass in ghee, milk
and in honey and by reciting these stktas.

Sayana says that etymologically “dambhana” - means destroying
enemies. It has another name called kusa. Here in Atharaveda we can
seetwo different stikta-s for praising Darbha and Darbhamani, Hence it
is clear that the Kus$a grass and Darbhamani have some distinct
characteristics of their own.

The therapeutic properties of Darbha are described in
Bhavaprakasa. Here also trandators do not have common opinion
regarding its meaning. Griffith considers it as an amulet like others.
JayadevaVidyalankar and KhemKaran DasTrivedi trandateit as- chief
of thearmy. Here Devi Chand has given atotally different meaning for
the word darbha. He says this as some sort of radiating contrivance or
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radiating instrument made by expert technicians. He even saysthat this
mani possesses many properies of radio activity. To support thisfact he
givesadetailed picture of the formation of Darbhagrass. Accordingto
him lightning, the nature’s resource of electricity is the ultimate cause
of the formation of Darbha and thus it could enforce the electro-
magnetic field all over its surroundings. But these facts have to be
experimentally verified.

6) Audumbar amani (Atharva 19/4/5)

It is made out of Udumbara tree which is referred to as Atti in
Malayalam. Thisisused to obtain wealth, thus recommends Naksatra
kalpa. It a so bestowsuswith bravery, heroism etc. It was al so used for
thewell-being of livestock.

7) Sankhamani (Atharva 4/2/5)

AcharyaPriyavrata Sharmasays'® that none of the mani-s referred
to in Atharvaveda are gemstones or Ratna-s. All belong to vanaspati group
of mani. This statement cannot be fully true. Sankhamani is the only
exception as it would not belong to vanaspati group of mani-s,

After upanayanasamskara (sacred thread ceremony) Ayuskaman
manavaka should be tied with Sankhamani reciting these sikta-s. Kausika
has not noted this point in Kausika Sutra-s.

In Santikalpa it is pointed that thismani ismeant for the treatment
of hydrophobia. The difference sources of origin of the Sankhamani
have been referred to in these hyms which are -

1) air (\Vata)

2) space (Antariksa)

3) lightning (Vidyut)

4) lightning space (Jyotirmandal a)

5) upper layer of ocean (Samudroparitald)
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The text also states that at first it is formed in space, then in the
ocean and then it is carried out from there.

“Oh! $anghamani, with the help of you we can destroy demons.
With the help of it diseases, ignorance (avidya), anai$varya can be
destroyed.

Like the Sun releases from the clouds, Sankha releases from
samudra or antariksa. This is capable for protecting us from troublesome
gods and demons. (Here the adjective of gods as troublesome should
be noted.)

You have came from somamandalawhich isfilled completely
with nectar (amrtamaya). You areavictory-maker inwars.

Oh! manavaka | will tie upon you this mani for your well-being.”
(Atharva4/2/5)

From the hymn it is clear that Sankhamani is described as the outer
shell, or the born-like part of an organism living in the water. Whitney
translates Sankhamani as the Pearl itself. Obviously, Sankha is used in
Sanskrit in the sense of conch which is totally different from pearl.
Both are found in the water and shell is necessary for the formation of
both.

But if we go in search of the places where pearls are found in the
later gemmological treatises we can establish an important connection
between pearl and $ankhamani. According to its origin, Pearls are of
eight types -

ﬂﬁﬁz MICIRCR aﬁ:e:uﬁﬁ?\w&agr |

UL VAT : GRHIRERE | |
Pearlsarefound natuarally at eight places. They are:
1) Shell 5) Snake-head
2) Conch 6) Fish

YT TR (R0 R ¢) W2 R



AR 49

3) Elephant 7) Clouds
4) Pig 8) Flute

VGG STt 3 9T : HIgehl:
T : feet Hiftheh Wafd § aeghariam |
fme Tsignd fy o = gl 1|
Hence, it can be assumed that the one that formed from Sankha
may be referred to in these hymns.

Astrologically moon is associated with pearl. This fact and the
reference of formation of it from the Somamandala make doubtlessto
believeit as pearl.

Here Devi chand considers the word $ankha as ‘the soul of a man’.
The Kausika Sutraic order that, this should be worn at the time of
upanayana - is being interpreted as the importance of human soul at the
time of upanayanasamskara.

Although it is so, $ankhamani is the only one which differs from
other vanaspati manis that were described in Atharvaveda. And a so, this
mani stands more closeto thelater navaratnasinits pecualiarities.

8) Satavarimani (Atharva 19/5/3)

Sayana defines this stone etymologically as one that can cure a
hundred sorts of diseases. Naksatrakal pa mentions that thisiswidely
used for obtaining good children. Satavari or cerukaccolam in Malayalam
may be the tree from which its amulet can be made.

In Bhavaprakasa Satavari has different names like mahasatavari,
satamal1, Urdhvakandika and sahasravirya. The text also describes that
itis good for rheumatism (vata) and bile related (pitta) troubles. It helps
in the purification of blood also. In the same manner, Satavara which

$GA : THGEH (R0 ¢) Y : 3



50 BRI

has been referred to in Atharvaveda also possesses the mame qualities.
For these reasons Dr. K D Dvivedi establishes that Satavara and Satavart
both are same. Satavara is the only one that is accepted as a herb by Devi
chand. But Jaidevavidyalankar here also refers it as commander-in-
charge.

9) Phalamani (Atharva 10/3/1)

Brhaspati once worethismani.Theamulet of Khadiratreeisbeing
used for making thismani. At firstitiscoveredin gold andisimmersed
in curd and honey by reciting these verses. Itishelpful for earth-related
problems. Here also Devi Chand interpretsthisword asVedic Laws.

Conclusion

If we go through Vedic literature, only Atharvaveda has something
to say about Manibandhanaor wearing of gems. Some references may
also be found out as to whom these stones are authenticated for use.
However, these mani-s began to be used for different purposes like
destroying of enemies, demons, diseases at the peiod of Santikalpa and
Naksatrakal pa. We have also seen that the interpretations of Vedic terms
without ample evidences so as to fit certain religious agendas may
obviously mislead the readers of Vedas-s.

Thereis no evidence to believe that the usage of navaratna-swas
common at the time of Atharvavedic period. But some other mani-s
werethereintheir placefor treatmentsand for talismanic purposesand
other fascinations. However these hymns showing the systematised
knowledge of making the amulets or mani-s may later lead to the
development of India’s gemmology above par.
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“This attempt at compromise proceeds from arrant downright

cowardice. Be bold! My children should be brave, above all. Not the

least compromise on any account. Preach the highest truths broadcast.

Do not fear losing your respect or causing unhappy friction.”*
W : HEUEAd:
SYPRAGHTE o7 HIE PRSI A | T THIRIAH

[

SR ATSHAM 3L agald | FrATSTeharamfdueTHe daui J&d
SEFHIEI | §:“The future of India” = FeRjaTaTeRTa -

“The solution is not by bringing down the higher but by raising the

lower up to the level of the higher and that is the line of work that is
found in all books.”

Again,

“....the ideal at one end is the Brahmin and the ideal at the other
end is the Chandala, and the whole work is to raise the Chandala up

to the Brahmin.”"
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“The goal is freedom, liberty. Liberty for the mind, for the body,

for the spirit. All thing re always trying to get freedom.”*
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